
 1 

HEART OF GEORGIA ALTAMAHA 
REGIONAL COMMISSION 

COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 27, 2020 
 

  
Council Members Present Staff Present 

Gerry Moore 
Bob Brockman 
Billy Yeomans 
Bob Little 
Raymond Mullis 
Spence Barron 
Desse Davis 
Matt Donaldson 
Irene Burney 
Terry Branch 
Terry McCorkle 
James Benjamin 
Dwayne Johnson 
Jack Foskey 
William F. “Bill” Lindsey 
Chad Kenney 
Jerry Sikes 
Bernie Weaver 
John Raymond Turner 
Cali Hollis 
Izell Stephens, Jr. 
Cashaunda Smith 
James Thomas 
Keith E. McNeal 
Bobby Cox, Sr. 
Alfonza Hall 
Michael Estes 
Clay Reid 
Justin Franklin 
 

Brett Manning  
Janice Jones 
Michelle Brown 
Lisa Livingston 
Lisa Wolfson 
Kayla Johnson 
 
 
 
Guests 
Alexis Eason, Job Training Unlimited 
 Claxton, Georgia 
Annie Williams, Telfair County 
Anthony Clark, Telfair County 
Mary Mullis, Eastman, Georgia 
Virgil Swinney, Jr., Emanuel County 
Jennifer Sikes, Montgomery County 
Robert Griffin, City of Hazlehurst 
Nancy Bobbitt, Regional Director, U.S. Senator 

Kelly Loeffler’s Office 
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CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Regional Council meeting for February 27, 2020, was held at the Mount Vernon/ 
Montgomery County Community Service and Senior Citizens Center in Mount Vernon, 
Georgia. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Chair Raymond Mullis. Chair 
Mullis welcomed everyone to the meeting and called on James Thomas, Commissioner, 
Wayne County, to give the innovation. 
    
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
 
Chair Mullis introduced and welcomed the guests: Alexis Eason, Job Training Unlimited, 
Claxton, Georgia; Annie Williams, Telfair County; Anthony Clark, Telfair County; Mary 
Mullis, wife of Raymond Mullis, City of Eastman; Virgil Swinney, Jr., Emanuel County; 
Jennifer Sikes, guest of Jerry Sikes, Montgomery County; Robert Griffin, City of 
Hazlehurst, and Nancy Bobbitt, Regional Director, U.S. Senator Kelly Loeffler’s office. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Chair Mullis asked Michelle Brown to call the roll. The roll was called by Michelle, and 
a quorum was present with twenty-nine (29) Council members present at the meeting.   
 
APPROVAL OF THE JANUARY RC COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  
 
Chair Mullis stated that the Minutes for the January 23, 2020 RC Council Meeting had 
been mailed out to all Council Members and he would entertain a motion for approval.  A 
motion was made by Matt Donaldson and seconded by James Thomas to approve the 
January Minutes, as mailed. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Chair Mullis called on Janice Jones, Finance Director to give the financial report. Janice 
stated that the financial report was included in the packet and that they had also been 
mailed out to all Council Members. Janice stated that page 12 was the Balance Sheet by 
Category through January 31st.  She then explained that page 13 was the Agencywide 
Revenue and Expenses by Category statement and there was a total of $5,007,786.64 in 
revenues and $4,941,279.79 in expenses leaving an excess in expenses of $66,506.85. 
There being no questions, a motion was made by James Thomas and seconded by Matt 
Donaldson to approve the financial statement.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION FOR MUTUAL SUPPORT WITH GARC REGIONAL 
COMMISSIONS 
 
Chair Mullis called on Brett to inform the Council on the Resolution for Mutual Support 
with GARC Regional Commissions. Brett informed the Council that a resolution was 
included in their packets showing how Georgia’s Regional Commissions will collaborate, 
cooperate, and support each other to become even more effective in advancing regional 
prosperity. A motion was made by Matt Donaldson and seconded by James Thomas to 
approve the Resolution. The vote passed unanimously.  
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APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION FOR COORDINATED TRANSPORTATION 
 
Chair Mullis called on Brett Manning to inform the Council on the resolution for DHS 
Coordinated Transportation. Brett presented the Council with a resolution to allow the 
Regional Commission to enter an FY21 contract with the Georgia Department of Human 
Services to provide Coordinated Transportation for the region. A motion was made by 
James Thomas and seconded by Chad Kenney to approve the resolution. The vote passed 
unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF HEART OF GEORGIA ALTAMAHA RC AREA AGENCY ON 
AGING AREA PLAN 
 
Chair Mullis called on Lisa Livingston, Area Agency on Aging Director, Heart of 
Georgia Altamaha RC to inform the Council on the Area Plan. 
 
Lisa let them know that in their packet they would find an Area Plan on Aging Goals & 
Objectives sheet that listed all of Georgia’s Goals and Objectives for the next four (4) 
years, as well as a Services and Funding Chart.  She explained that annually they must 
prepare an area plan on aging for the Georgia Division of Aging Services to allocate 
funding to our Region for services to individuals 60 years of age or older; those at risk of 
nursing home care or needing assistance to move out of the nursing home and back in the 
community; those who are caring for these individuals; and those with developmental 
disabilities. This is a new four (4) year plan that is for SFY 2021-2024.   
 
The chart shows how they plan to allocate the funds and that much of the funding the 
Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC (HOGARC) Area Agency on Aging (AAA) receives goes 
to the Nutrition Program and In-Home Services. The chart also shows the other services 
that the HOGARC AAA provides.  Funding is somewhat the same as last year. There was 
a cut in State funds of $30,386 which includes funds for Assistive Technology $7,476 
and home delivered meals $22,910. In July the AAA added an additional $30,000 to 
provide Quality of Life & Health Related trips to all 17 counties and to people on 
Congregate and Home Delivered Meal waiting lists. By November, these trips had to be 
cut back due to the increase in the number of trips that clients were taking and the lack of 
funding. They are continuing to look at the budgets and seek additional funds for 
transportation because of the great need for this service. 
 
Lisa then asked if there were any questions. She then asked Chair Mullis for a motion and 
second to approve the SFY 2021-2024 area plan on aging and the resolution for 
submission to the State Division on Aging Services. 
 
Chair Mullis then called for a motion to approve the area plan and the resolution.  A 
motion was made by Matt Donaldson and seconded by James Thomas. The vote passed 
unanimously. 
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WORKFORCE INNOVATION AND OPPORTUNITY ACT (WIOA) REPORT 
 
Chair Mullis then called on Alexis Eason to report to the Council on WIOA activities. 
Alexis updated the Council on the unemployment rate stating Georgia’s Unemployment 
Rate for December 2019 was 2.9%. She let the Council know that the Heart of Georgia 
Altamaha Region was at 4.1% unemployment which is an increase of .4 from the 
previous month. 
 
Alexis then went over the Customer Counts Report for July 1, 2019 to January 31, 2020. 
The total WIOA customers served is 40,832. The total served through the OneStops was 
39,832. She also let them know that the Staff Activities Report was included in the 
Council packet to inform them of the ongoing activities of JTU.  
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Chair Mullis called on Executive Director Brett Manning to report to the Council. 
 
Executive Director Brett Manning reported to the Council the following: 
 

1. Department of Human Services Transportation Program 
 
The Council was provided information about the Department of Human Services 
Transportation program that is administered by the Regional Commission. The 
total trips for January totaled 10,791 for a year to date total for FY20 of 74,329. 
This year to date total is just a little over 200 more trips from this time last year. A 
copy of the trips was included in the Council packets. 
 

2. Transportation Investment Act (TIA) Update 

Brett informed the Council that there were several handouts in the Council packet 
for the local TIA distribution.  The TIA amount collected in December was over 
$3.2 million. The total discretionary money was $805,794 and total money for 
project lists was over $2.4 million. The total revenue collected since 2013 was 
over $208 million. The total collected in 2019 was over $33.5 million which is the 
highest revenue collected year to date. 
 

3. New Referendum T-SPLOST 2 
 
Brett informed the Council that the TIA Executive Committee is making progress 
with the new referendum. The TIA Executive Committee meeting that was 
scheduled for Monday has been cancelled to give them time to talk with GDOT 
and see what funding they want to add for projects. The local projects are pretty 
well set, and the regional projects are close to being set. He explained that it 
would be a long shot to get on the May ballot but hopefully it would be ready for 
the November ballot. They are continuing to make progress, and everything is 
going well. 
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4. Assistance to Firefighter Grants 

 
The application period for the Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) opened on 
February 3rd and will close on Friday, March 13th. Information was sent to all 
local governments at the end of January. If anyone needs assistance, please 
contact Scott Jackson in the Eastman office. 
 

5. Tracking List 
 
The Georgia House last week modified many of the cuts recommended by the 
Governor and sent the $27.4 million FY20 amended appropriations bill over to 
the Senate. Cuts that were partially or completely restored included those for 
county health departments, food safety inspectors, public defenders, 
accountability courts, and incentives for medical professionals who agree to 
practice in rural areas. The House countered those cuts by defunding vacant 
positions not already identified by the Governor as well as finding other 
efficiencies according to Appropriations Chair Terry England (R-Auburn). 
The Senate immediately began holding subcommittee hearings on the FY20, 
while the House has turned its attention to the FY21 full-year budget. This is 
where the real rub between the executive and legislative branches will become 
apparent. Gov. Kemp’s recommendations include a promised teacher pay raise to 
the tune of $350 million. House Speaker David Ralston’s view is that the 
legislature promised to cut the state income tax by an additional quarter-percent, 
estimated to be $550 million in revenues ($635 million by one estimate). Kemp’s 
budget recommendation does not account for that loss of revenue. If the 
Governor’s effort to give state employees earning less than $40,000 a pay 
increase of $1,000 gets added in, the swing is close to $1 billion that must come 
from either additional spending cuts, increased revenues, or a combination of 
both. 
 
Abuse and neglect of adults in senior care homes would be met with stiffer 
penalties under a bill introduced by House HHS Committee Chair Sharon Cooper. 
More rigorous staffing and training requirements are also a part of HB 987. 
Vickie Johnson, Chair of the Georgia Council on Aging said, “The state must 
hold facilities accountable, and it must inform consumers about problems that 
occur. The assisted living industry is too important to Georgia families to risk 
losing the public’s trust.” The bill comes after a series of stories in the Atlanta 
Journal Constitution about abuse and neglect in senior living facilities. Cooper 
said she consulted closely with Rep. John LaHood (R-Valdosta) on requirements 
within the bill. LaHood, who owns and operates assisted living facilities, joined 
Cooper at the press conference, and was the second sponsor to sign the 
legislation. 
 
Both the House and Senate took up bills last week dealing with the problem of 
surprise healthcare billing. HB 888 passed out of the Special Committee on 
Quality Access to Health Care on a tie vote broken by chairman Mark Newton (R-
Augusta), only to be sent back to the committee by the Rules Committee later the 
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same day. SB 359 passed out of the Senate HHS Committee unanimously, but 
without the sponsor’s original language dictating a 48-hour notification 
requirement. Author Chuck Hufstetler (R-Rome) gave up the language as others 
deemed it impractical to implement. Language determining how insurance 
companies and doctors would resolve payments without impacting the patient 
seems to enjoy a majority of votes for now, but an issue continuing to evolve is 
whether and how to include hospitals in emergency situations. Language affecting 
hospitals can be expected to remain under debate as the bills move through the 
process.  
 
Stealing packages off someone’s front porch has become an epidemic tied to the 
tsunami of retail parcels now being delivered to peoples’ front doors. To counter 
this trend, HB 954 was introduced that would make mail theft and porch piracy 
distinct crimes. Snatching that just-delivered UPS package - regardless of price - 
would become a felony conviction instead of falling under the current 
misdemeanor theft statute for items valued less the $500. The bill has not yet been 
heard by the Non-Civil Judiciary Committee. 
 
Dates to remember: 

 
 Brett informed the Council on the following meeting dates: 

 
The next Regional Council Meeting will be on March 26th at 7:00 p.m.  

 
Surplus Vehicles 
 
Brett informed the Council that two vehicles owned by the Regional Commission 
were being sold by bid to local governments only. Details of both vehicles were 
included in the Council packet. 

 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Chair Mullis called on Nancy Bobbitt, Regional Director, U.S. Senator Kelly Loeffler’s 
Office to address the Council. Nancy informed the Council that she had worked for 
Senator Isakson for 15 years and when he retired, she began working for Senator Kelly 
Loeffler. She gave a brief overview of Senator Loeffler’s interest and let them know that 
if anyone ever needed any assistance to please let her know. 
 
Executive Director Brett Manning called on Mayor Terry Branch, City of Claxton to 
inform the Council on a recent visit from U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue. 
Mayor Branch stated that Secretary Sonny Perdue and Governor Brian Kemp, along with 
several other government officials visited Evans County to announce a $5 million 
investment in high-speed broadband infrastructure projects in Evans and McIntosh 
counties. Pembroke Advanced Communications (PAC) was awarded a ReConnect grant 
to build a network to provide high-speed internet to residents, businesses, and farms in 
Evans County. Mayor Branch stated that they are excited about what this technology will 
do for their community. 
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ADJOURN 
 
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the Regional Council Meeting at 
8:10 P.M. was accepted unanimously.  
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