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INTRODUCTION 
 

 
 This Phase II Multi-Region River Corridor 

Feasibility Study is a follow-up to the Phase I Study, 

which is a detailed inventory of existing and planned 

recreation, conservation, and historic/cultural 

resources located along or in close proximity to the 

Ocmulgee, Oconee, Altamaha, and Ohoopee rivers 

within the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional 

Commission Region completed in 2011. Phase II of 

the study consists of a comprehensive analysis of the 

Phase I findings with identification of potential opportunities for establishing linkages and 

connectivity (through multi-use trails, greenways, conservation areas, and recreation facilities), 

as well as possible barriers; an assessment of possible project impacts; identification of potential 

funding sources for implementation; and suggested recommendations for implementation. 

Generally, as described in Phase I, the river corridors were found to offer much potential, but are 

currently underutilized, not properly protected, and lacking in recreational facilities, access, and 

promotion.  

 

 As in the original Phase I study, 14 of the 17 Heart of 

Georgia Altamaha Region counties are thoroughly addressed 

in Phase II encompassing from Dykes Park Landing on the 

Ocmulgee in Bleckley County to Beaverdam Landing on the 

Oconee in Laurens County to Jones Boat Landing on the 

Ohoopee in Tattnall County to Williamsburg Landing on the 

Altamaha in Wayne County. Phase II also expands to address 

the Ohoopee and Little Ohoopee rivers in Emanuel County 

due to recent activities. The multi-region study area remains the same as in Phase I, consisting of 

the Ocmulgee and Oconee rivers in the Northeast Georgia, Middle Georgia, Heart of Georgia 

Altamaha, and Three Rivers regional commissions regions, while the Altamaha River has been 
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addressed as well within the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region due to its critical importance in 

any such effort and the tremendous potential it holds for additional connectivity opportunities. 

The Ohoopee River is further included through 

Tattnall County because of its existing river 

resources and the current lack of such resources, but 

potential, upriver in Toombs, Candler, Emanuel, 

Treutlen, and Johnson counties at present. 

Additional information is included on current canoe 

trail development along the Little Ohoopee River in 

Emanuel County.  

 

 Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC again 

contracted with the Georgia Department of Transportation, as did each of the other three 

participating RCs, to provide funding for this follow-up Phase II study. Collaboration continued 

among the participating RCs through regular meetings and sharing of information, as during 

Phase I, with each RC again preparing its own, yet complementary Phase II feasibility study.  

Again, Phase II identification of impacts, barriers, and potential opportunities and solutions to 

future expansion and connectivity of river corridor uses and available facilities is important 

locally, regionally, and multi-regionally. As will be shown, the entire Altamaha River System 

offers exceptional opportunity for multi-use trail development, expanded conservation efforts, 

and dynamic economic utilization through increased nature-based tourism. 

 

 Activities involved in the completion of this Phase II study include expansion of the list 

of potential stakeholders compiled during the Phase I study to encompass all Heart of Georgia 

Altamaha RC local governments; state and federal officials; local chambers of 

commerce/tourism boards; conservation, sporting, wildlife, river, recreation, and/or related 

groups; outfitters; known landowners; and state and federal agencies. The potential stakeholders 

and general public were invited to attend one (or more) of three public meetings held throughout 

the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region to review and comment on the preliminary findings of the 

Phase I study and provide important input for Phase II study recommendations. Each of the three 

meetings focused primarily on a particular river(s) with the Oconee River meeting on November 



Multi-Region River Corridor Feasibility Study Phase II – Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC 
 

3 
 

15, 2011 (morning) in Dublin, followed by the Ocmulgee River meeting that afternoon in 

Eastman, and the Altamaha/Lower Ohoopee rivers meeting the next day on November 16, 2011 

at Towns Bluff Regional Park and Heritage Center in Jeff Davis County. All three public 

meetings were well-attended and yielded valuable information. A detailed questionnaire was also 

distributed at each meeting and via the Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC’s website to those 

potential stakeholders and other interested parties who had not been able to attend a meeting. 

Further publicity and input was sought through a news release to all regional media. The 

questionnaire asked for ideas on improved river access, better connectivity, enhanced 

cooperation/marketing, and other issues to encourage increased utilization, expanded tourism, 

and sustainable economic development of the rivers. The completed questionnaires were then 

reviewed and the responses compiled. HOGARC staff utilized the information gathered at the 

public meetings and from the questionnaire 

responses to help identify potential 

opportunities for connectivity/linkages 

between rivers on the local, regional, and 

multi-regional levels, as well as to consider 

possible barriers/obstacles and 

solutions/alternatives. In addition, potential 

project impacts (environmental, economic, 

social) were assessed on a preliminary basis. 

Recommendations for implementation were developed and possible funding sources were 

identified. Another public meeting was held on June 20, 2012 in Baxley to gather stakeholder 

input on the draft Phase II recommendations/implementation strategies. Throughout the process, 

the four collaborating RCs met quarterly to discuss issues, potential recommendations and 

implementation strategies, and to compile and standardize study outlines, topics, and map 

depiction. 

 

 This Phase II feasibility study is intended to serve as another tool, along with the Phase I 

study, to help focus discussion among community leaders; agencies (local, regional, state, 

federal); the general public, and other stakeholders on how best to utilize and protect these 

irreplaceable river corridor resources. While largely untapped, the Altamaha, Lower Ohoopee, 
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Ocmulgee, and Oconee river corridors offer tremendous opportunities for increased multi-use 

trail connectivity, improved recreational facilities and access, and sustainable economic 

development. There is largely untapped potential for these river corridors to become major 

nature and heritage based tourism and recreation destinations. While these river corridors are of 

unquestioned, great environmental and cultural significance to the Region and beyond, there are 

many opportunities for them to become central to the recreational, social, and economic fabric, 

well-being, and quality of life in the Region. They can provide much clarity to the uniqueness 

and special sense of place of the Region with great benefit and value in a multitude of ways. To 

be truly successful and reach an almost unlimited potential, it will take the coordinated and 

cooperative effort of many with dedicated and sustained commitment.  
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The six Heart of Georgia Altamaha counties profiled in the following 
section all adjoin the Ocmulgee River. They are Bleckley, Dodge, 
Wilcox, Telfair, Jeff Davis, and Wheeler counties. 
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BLECKLEY COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 
 With its good transportation access via I-16 and U.S. 23 and its relatively close proximity 

to Macon, Bleckley County has considerable potential for increased nature-based tourism, 

particularly that related to the Ocmulgee River. The County’s entire Ocmulgee River frontage, 

which encompasses some 5.2 miles along its 

western border with Houston County, is located 

within the Ocmulgee Wildlife Management Area 

(WMA). Both the J. Dykes Park Memorial 

Landing and the Ocmulgee PFA are located within 

the WMA. Dykes Landing is Bleckley County’s 

only public river landing, while the PFA is actually 

located in adjacent Pulaski County about six miles 

away from the landing; however, its (the PFA’s) 

main access route is in Bleckley County. 

Volunteers from the Bleckley County Sportsman Club and the Bleckley County High School 

FFA have previously raised funds and donated labor for improvements at the Ocmulgee PFA due 

to its close proximity and accessibility. There is local interest in increasing access to the 

Ocmulgee River in Bleckley County through possible development of a new low-level public 

landing in conjunction with Georgia DNR.  

 

 Bleckley County is also one of the four original participating counties (along with 

Houston, Pulaski, and Twiggs) in the regional Ocmulgee River Blueway partnership. Dykes 

Landing is one of seven public landings along the original 54 mile stretch of blueway canoe and 

kayak trail and one of only two which presently allow camping. 
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Opportunities for Connectivity 

 Local 
 

  There are local opportunities for 

enhanced connectivity through development of 

multi-use trails linking the existing Dykes 

Landing, the Ocmulgee PFA, and the Ocmulgee 

WMA with other points of interest in Bleckley 

County, including downtown Cochran, Middle 

Georgia College, and the Bleckley County 

Recreation Center. The current route for the 

annual Biking Bleckley event passes near Dykes 

Landing, and consideration is being given to adding the steep access road to the landing as part 

of the actual route. Further opportunities for local multi-use trail connectivity may be available in 

the future linking Dykes Landing and any newly developed public landing along the Ocmulgee 

River, and within the Ocmulgee WMA, in Bleckley County. Such multi-use trail development is 

clearly feasible because of the Bleckley County landing location within the Ocmulgee WMA and 

because of the WMA public ownership. Since the Ocmulgee WMA also lies in Pulaski and 

Twiggs counties, multi-use trail development could expand to a multi-regional basis. 

 

 Regional 
 

Although Bleckley County is located along the northwestern edge of the Heart of Georgia 

Altamaha Region, there is potential for regional connectivity via continuation of the proposed 

bicycle connector routes along U.S. 23 and GA 112 in the county, south into Dodge County 

along U.S. 23 (proposed regional bicycle route) and northeast into Laurens County along GA 

112 to where it meets State Bike Route 40 at the corner of Twiggs County. 

 

 Multi-Regional 
 

Bleckley County’s continued active participation in the Ocmulgee River Blueway group, 

including its current efforts to expand beyond the original four counties to encompass all 

counties along the river, provides an excellent vehicle for continued and additional river corridor 



Multi-Region River Corridor Feasibility Study Phase II – Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC 
 

10 
 

connectivity beyond the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region. At least, a multi-use water trail 

system linking the existing seven public landings in Houston, Pulaski, Twiggs (all in the Middle 

Georgia Region), and Bleckley counties is expected to be developed, which could also include 

the Ocmulgee WMA. There is further potential to extend such a trail system north and south 

connecting river access points, along the entire length of the Ocmulgee River Corridor to provide 

additional nature-based tourism and recreation opportunities. The ultimate goal of the Ocmulgee 

River Blueway initiative is to connect with the Ocmulgee Heritage Trail at Macon and the 

Altamaha River Trail from Lumber City to Darien on the Georgia coast before joining the 

Southeast Coastal Saltwater Paddling Trail located along the Atlantic coastline between Virginia 

and Florida. As noted above, the Ocmulgee WMA also offers the potential for a multi-regional, 

land-based multi-use trail. Bike route connections are also feasible. 

 

Limiting Factors 
 
 While Bleckley County and the Cochran-Bleckley Chamber of Commerce have been 

involved in and supportive of the Ocmulgee River Blueway’s efforts, 

there is no specific, organized stakeholder group in Bleckley County 

which is singularly focused on the Ocmulgee River and its enhanced, 

sustainable usage. Such a group, whether comprised of Bleckley 

County residents only or one which is multi-county in nature, could 

help attract more attention to and benefit the river. A local Rivers 

Alive chapter or “Friends of Dykes Landing” group might be 

possibilities. 

 

 Funding is limited for additional facilities/amenities and other improvements to the 

Ocmulgee River in Bleckley County which would provide further connectivity, as is the case for 

it and other rivers elsewhere in Georgia and throughout the U.S., during this difficult economic 

period. This presents a challenge as there is increased competition for those limited funds which 

do exist. Local and regional groups are encouraged to be creative in their fundraising efforts and 

to collaborate with other such groups when feasible and of mutual benefit. 
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Recommendations 
 

● Pursue needed improvements to Dykes Landing as recommended in the Ocmulgee 

River Blueway Evaluation and in conjunction with Georgia DNR, including 

directional signs to the remotely located launch site, a blueway sign at the 

entrance, and a landing sign visible from the river; information kiosk; restrooms; 

and potable water. Increased security is also needed at this remote location, 

especially to prevent vandalism of existing and possible new amenities. 

 

● Explore including Dykes Landing within annual Biking Bleckley route. 

 

● Coordinate with Georgia DNR concerning possible location and construction of 

additional low-level public landing within Ocmulgee WMA in Bleckley County. 

 
● Organize local Bleckley County support group (“friends,” Rivers Alive chapter, or 

other) to advocate, plan, raise funds, maintain, help monitor, and otherwise help 

oversee river corridor efforts within the county. In addition to Bleckley County and 

the Cochran-Bleckley Chamber of Commerce, the Bleckley County Sportsman 

Club, Middle Georgia College students/organizations, and others may be interested 

in participating. Collaboration with nearby counties, Ocmulgee River Blueway 

initiative, and other regional, state, and national organizations/agencies would be 

important. 

 
● Continue active participation in Ocmulgee Blueway partnership group. 

 
● Develop a local Ocmulgee River Corridor Master Plan to identify and prioritize 

desired facility upgrades, new facility development, and bike-pedestrian and multi-

use trail linkages with nearby communities and between resources. This document 

should be consistent with the local comprehensive plan, the Heart of Georgia 

Altamaha RC’s Regional and Regional Resource plans, and state planning 

objectives.  
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● Seek development of proposed bicycle connector routes along U.S. 23 and GA 112 

in Bleckley County.  
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DODGE COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 
 Dodge County has much potential for increased nature-based tourism given that the 

Ocmulgee River forms its southwest border with Wilcox County for a distance of some 30.6 

miles, and it already has two public landings, McCranie and Dodge County (new landing is 

under construction to replace old landing which is naturally filling in). There is also the state-

owned Dodge County Public Fishing Area (PFA). Although not located on the river, the PFA is 

close to U.S. 341 South near Eastman and was one of four PFAs to participate in the regional Go 

Fish Georgia Bobberthon fishing tournament in 

2011 and again in 2012. Dodge County is easily 

accessible by way of three U.S. highways (23, 280, 

and 341) and is located only an hour southeast of 

Macon. It is also adjacent to Pulaski 

County/Hawkinsville which spearheaded the 

Ocmulgee River Blueway initiative and serves as a 

model for successful community efforts to enhance 

utilization of the Ocmulgee for increased tourism.  

 

Opportunities for Connectivity 

 Local 
 
 There is potential for increased connectivity between Ocmulgee River Corridor resources 

and other Dodge County sites through multi-use trail development. Dodge County and McCranie 

landings could be linked to each other as well as to the Dodge County PFA and downtown 

Eastman, and possible other scenic locations, such as the privately owned Jay Bird Springs near 

Chauncey. Linkages could also be made throughout the county along the Jefferson Davis 

Heritage Trail, which crosses the Ocmulgee River close to Rhine. 
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 Regional and Multi-Regional 
 

Dodge County is now actively participating in the Ocmulgee River Blueway Partnership 

group, which was recently expanded beyond the original four counties (Bleckley, Houston, 

Pulaski, and Twiggs) to include all those located from Bibb County/Macon to Telfair 

County/Lumber City. This initiative has tremendous potential to encourage development and 

promotion of a multi-use water trail system, and possibly others, linking public landings and 

other resources within or near the Ocmulgee River Corridor in the Heart of Georgia Altamaha 

Region and on a multi-regional basis. In addition, several proposed regional and multi-regional 

connector bike paths which pass through Dodge County were identified in the 2005 Heart of 

Georgia Altamaha Regional Development Center Regional Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan. These 

include regional routes along U.S. 23, U.S. 341, and a small portion of U.S. 319, as well as a 

connector route along U.S. 280 which directly links with and crosses 

the Ocmulgee River at the Dodge County/Wilcox County line. The 

Jefferson Davis Heritage Trail, which traces the historic route, from 

Elberton to Irwinville and back to Macon, that former Confederate 

President Jefferson Davis travelled during his flight through Georgia in 

May, 1865 and after his capture, passes through Dodge County. Two 

sites near the Ocmulgee River in Dodge County have been identified as 

locations for interpretive markers. From a cultural heritage standpoint, 

the Jefferson Davis Heritage Trail also presents opportunities for regional and multi-regional 

connectivity. 

 

Limiting Factors 
 
 Lack of available funding continues to be a limiting factor in terms of upgrading existing 

Ocmulgee River Corridor resources, such as McCranie Landing. As previously discussed, 

however, Dodge County is presently working with Georgia DNR to construct a new Dodge 

County Landing to replace the existing landing, which is becoming unusable due to build up of 

silt. Lack of connected public land ownership in the county’s Ocmulgee River Corridor is a 

major limitation to an extended land-based multi-use trail. 
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 There is also no local support or advocacy group within Dodge County whose sole focus 

is the Ocmulgee River and its corridor. The Dodge County Commission, the Eastman/Dodge 

Chamber of Commerce, and the Dodge County Sportsman’s Club recognize the economic 

development/nature-based tourism, recreation, and quality of life benefits the river provides and 

could form the nucleus of a local group devoted to promoting appropriate Ocmulgee River usage 

and protection. Neighboring Pulaski County and the City of Hawkinsville’s impressive 

community accomplishments on behalf of the Ocmulgee River corridor could serve as a model 

for Dodge County. 

 

Recommendations 
 

● Complete construction of the new Dodge County Landing. 

 

● Seek upgrades to McCranie Landing, including widening and patching existing 

single lane access road, parking improvements, adding picnic facilities, and 

possibly other amenities. 

 

● Develop a local Ocmulgee River Corridor Master Plan to identify and prioritize 

desired facility upgrades, new facility development, and bike-pedestrian and multi-

use trail linkages with river corridor resources, nearby communities, and between 

points of interest. Any such document should be consistent with the local 

comprehensive plan, the Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC’s Regional and Regional 

Resource plans, and state planning objectives. 

 
● Organize a local support group for the Ocmulgee River, possibly through the 

Eastman/Dodge Chamber of Commerce, the Dodge County Sportsman’s Club, and 

the Dodge County Commission. 

 
● Continue active participation in the recently expanded Ocmulgee River Blueway 

Partnership group. 
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● Seek to utilize the Jefferson Davis Heritage Trail in Dodge County to provide 

multi-use trail linkages between the Ocmulgee River and other resources and 

obtain/erect Dodge County’s two official interpretive markers. 

 
● Seek development of proposed bicycle regional routes along U.S. 23, 341, and 319 

and a connector route along U.S. 280 in Dodge County. 
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WILCOX COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 
 The Ocmulgee River forms the entire eastern boundary of Wilcox County as it winds its 

way for a distance of about 42 miles. The county’s natural beauty and pastoral setting are 

enhanced by the river, which has two public 

landings, Half Moon and Statham Shoals. Half 

Moon Landing was upgraded in recent years 

through the State of Georgia’s Go Fish 

Initiative; however, further improvements are 

needed there and at Statham Shoals to 

encourage increased usage and overall nature-

based tourism. The Enduring Farmlands 

Georgia Scenic Byway is a 65-mile byway in 

Wilcox and neighboring Pulaski County which 

runs along U.S. 129; U.S. 280; GA Routes 30, 112, and 233; and Cannonville Road. It 

showcases the area’s rural character, agricultural heritage, and pastoral landscapes. Half Moon 

Landing is located just off of the byway in Abbeville. The Jefferson Davis Heritage Trail also 

travels north-south through the length of Wilcox County, roughly parallel to the Ocmulgee 

River. Located just south of Pulaski County and the City of Hawkinsville and about 70 miles 

from Macon, Wilcox County has tremendous potential for increased nature-based tourism related 

to the river, especially in conjunction with its continued participation in the multi-regional 

Ocmulgee River Blueway Partnership initiative. 

 

Opportunities for Connectivity 

 Local 
 
 There are potential opportunities for connectivity within Wilcox County between 

Ocmulgee River resources and local points of interest. Multi-use trails could link Half Moon and 
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Statham Shoals landing, which are only 5.4 miles apart by river, to 

the Jefferson Davis Heritage Trail. The Enduring Farmlands Georgia 

Scenic byway could easily connect with Half Moon Landing in 

Abbeville as it traverses the county, passing through Rochelle’s 

National Register-listed Historic District as well as Pineview. The 

proposed U.S. 280/GA 30 connector bicycle route through Wilcox 

County overlaps with the Enduring Farmlands Georgia Scenic Byway 

for a distance of 10 miles between Rochelle and Abbeville and also 

connects directly with the Ocmulgee River at the Wilcox-Dodge 

County line. 

 

 Regional 
 
Opportunities for increased multi-use trail connectivity with the Ocmulgee River and its 

resources within the Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC Region are available through Wilcox 

County’s continued participation in and support for the Ocmulgee River Blueway Partnership 

initiative, which has been expanded beyond the four original counties (Houston, Pulaski, and 

Twiggs in the Middle Georgia Region and Bleckley in Heart of Georgia Altamaha) to include 

five additional Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region counties (Dodge, Telfair, Wheeler, Jeff Davis, 

plus Wilcox). The proposed U.S. 280/GA 30 connector bicycle route through Wilcox County is 

also planned to cross the Ocmulgee River at the Dodge County line, travel across the county’s 

southern portion into Telfair County where it would join with four proposed regional bicycle 

routes going in various directions through the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region and beyond. 

 

 Multi-Regional 
 

In terms of multi-regional connectivity, Wilcox County’s continued support of the multi-

region Ocmulgee River Blueway Partnership initiative provides opportunities for at least multi-

use water trail connectivity with Middle Georgia RC Region counties, including Pulaski, Bibb, 

and others, as well as Ben Hill and Coffee counties from the Southern Georgia RC Region. The 

multi-region Enduring Farmlands Georgia Scenic Byway also links Wilcox with adjacent Pulaski 

County, providing more multi-use trail opportunities and potential linkages with Ocmulgee River 
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corridor resources, especially in Abbeville and Hawkinsville. The multi-region Jefferson Davis 

Heritage Trail, one of Georgia’s Civil War Heritage Trails, provides linkages with counties north 

to Elberton, south to Irwinville and back to Macon, which are located in several different 

Regional Commission regions. Portions of this trail, such as in Wilcox, Dodge, and Pulaski 

counties, are located near the Ocmulgee River where they provide multi-use trail connectivity 

and river access opportunities. There are further multi-regional multi-use trail opportunities 

linking the proposed U.S. 280/GA 30 connector bicycle route which crosses the Ocmulgee at the 

Wilcox-Dodge county line by connecting it with U.S. 280 to the west into Crisp County and 

beyond. 

 

Limiting Factors 
 
 Funding is limited for providing needed and desired upgrades to Statham Shoals and Half 

Moon landings. Although Half Moon Landing was improved in recent years with Go Fish 

funding, additional infrastructure is needed to better accommodate users. State and federal 

funding are also limited at this time for possible state park or natural area development along the 

Ocmulgee River or one of the natural springs sites in Wilcox County, which was addressed in the 

joint comprehensive plan. There is also a potential natural area of stone outcrop worthy of 

conservation located within the county. 

 

 The lack of a local advocacy group for the Ocmulgee River 

within Wilcox County is another limiting factor. The City of Abbeville 

and Wilcox County each maintain a landing (Half Moon and Statham 

Shoals, respectively) and might be able to spearhead such an effort in 

conjunction with the local Chamber of Commerce and perhaps the Wild 

Hog Festival Committee. Neighboring Pulaski County and 

Hawkinsville have been very successful with promoting and improving its Ocmulgee River 

corridor for increased recreation uses and could serve as a model for Wilcox County. 

 

 River users have expressed further concerns with increasing numbers of private property 

owners along the Ocmulgee River in Wilcox, as in other counties, closing off or denying public 

access to lakes connected to the Ocmulgee, which have been accessible for 100 or more years. 
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Recommendations 
 

● Seek improvements to existing Ocmulgee River landings in Wilcox County, such 

as adding restrooms and campsites at Half Moon. Statham Shoals needs an 

upgraded or new ramp, a resurfaced access road, picnic tables, and possibly 

campsites with electricity, water, and restrooms. 

 

● Establish a local Wilcox County Ocmulgee River advocacy group. 

 

● Continue active participation in the multi-regional Ocmulgee River Blueway 

Partnership group. 

 
● Work to promote the Enduring Farmlands Georgia Scenic Byway through 

brochure publication, signage, and other means in conjunction with the Georgia 

Department of Transportation, Hawkinsville Better Hometown, the Georgia 

Department of Economic Development, and others. 

 
● Develop a local Ocmulgee River Corridor Master Plan to identify and prioritize 

desired facility upgrades, new facility development, and bike-pedestrian and multi-

use trail linkages with river corridor resources, nearby communities, and between 

points of interest. Any such document should be consistent with the local 

comprehensive plan, the Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC’s Regional and 

Regionally Important Resource plans, and state planning objectives. 

 
● Seek to utilize the Jefferson Davis Heritage Trail in Wilcox County to provide 

multi-use trail linkages between the Ocmulgee River and other resources and 

obtain/erect interpretive marker(s). 

 
● Seek development of a planned U.S. 280/GA 30 connector bicycle route through 

Wilcox County. 

 
● Explore the feasibility of private or public conservation of the natural springs or 

stone outcrop areas within Wilcox County.  
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TELFAIR COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 
 Telfair County’s entire southern boundary, for a distance of approximately 65 miles, is 

formed by the Ocmulgee River. There are five public landings (Dodge Lake, Jacksonville 

Bridge, Staves, McRae’s, and Lumber City Bridge) 

and Horse Creek Wildlife Management Area (the 

home of Montgomery Lake where the still world 

record largemouth bass was caught in 1932) located 

within the river’s corridor in Telfair County. These 

provide much potential for increased nature-based, 

river-related tourism and recreation opportunities, 

including multi-use trails linking these and other 

resources. Telfair County is steeped in history, 

ranging from pre-historic Indian and Native 

American to Spanish exploration and missions to Georgia’s 18th and 19th century frontier 

settlement to the origins of the state’s forestry and the legendary timber rafts, much of which is 

tied directly to the Ocmulgee River. A conservation easement on more than 4,000 acres with 3.4 

miles of Ocmulgee River frontage in Telfair County was donated by a private owner to the 

Georgia Forestry Commission in 2009 as part of the Georgia Land Conservation Program, thus 

providing protection for this portion of the river corridor. A small portion of Little Ocmulgee 

State Park is also located in northeastern Telfair County (but most is in Wheeler) along the river 

that bears its name, which merges with the Ocmulgee several miles before they join the Oconee 

River to form the Altamaha. Telfair County has recently become an active participant in the 

expanded multi-regional Ocmulgee River Blueway Partnership initiative. Several U.S. highways 

(280, 341, and 441) provide access to Telfair County, while GA 117 runs parallel to the 

Ocmulgee as it passes generally east to west through the county. 
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Opportunities for Connectivity 

 Local 
 
  Potential multi-use trail opportunities exist for linking Telfair County’s five public 

landings along the Ocmulgee with each other as well as 

with Horse Creek WMA, the Fernbank Glass 

Archaeological site (possible Spanish mission site), and the 

small cities of Jacksonville and Lumber City, which were 

once important river ports. Lumber City plans to develop a 

passive park/trail along the river on the former Amercord 

steel cord industrial site, a former brownfield site, which 

would be another possible opportunity for connectivity 

along the Ocmulgee in Telfair County. The large amount of permanently conserved land along 

the River within Telfair County provides a greater opportunity and feasibility of land-based, river 

corridor multi-use trails. 

 

 Regional and Multi-Regional 
 

Telfair County’s active participation in the recently expanded Ocmulgee River Blueway 

initiative offers increased opportunities for multi-use trail connectivity within the Heart of 

Georgia Altamaha Region and on the multi-regional basis from Lumber City in Telfair County to 

Macon/Bibb County. Linkages between public landings and other resources within or near the 

Ocmulgee River Corridor through advocating development and promotion of a multi-use trail 

system is an important goal of the Blueway group. Telfair County has also participated through 

the years in the multi-regional Altamaha River Partnership, an advocacy group for the Altamaha, 

whose successes have made it a model for other similar organizations, including the recently 

expanded Ocmulgee River Blueway Partnership initiative. In addition, there are also proposed 

regional and multi-regional connector and regional bicycle routes along U.S. 280 and U.S. 

23/341 which pass through Telfair County. Both cross the Ocmulgee, the former at the 

Dodge/Wilcox County line west of Telfair County and the latter at Lumber City in the eastern 

part of the county, respectively. 

Spanish Artifacts Found at Fernbank Glass Site 
Photo: Fernbank Museum of Natural History 
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Limiting Factors 
 
 As addressed with reference to other counties in this study, limited financial resources at 

all levels of government and in the private sector constrain moving forward with much needed 

and desired improvements to existing Ocmulgee River Corridor facilities, such as Telfair 

County’s five public landings, much less development of the planned Lumber City passive 

park/trail. Interest has also been expressed in 

possible development of an additional public 

landing at Scuffle Bluff within Horse Creek 

WMA, which would help make up for the closing 

of the privately-owned Boney’s Landing. Access 

to Montgomery Lake, the site of the still world 

record largemouth bass catch in 1932, remains 

difficult unless the Ocmulgee is high, even 

though the lake is within Horse Creek WMA. 

 

 Telfair County further lacks a local support or advocacy group solely focused on the 

Ocmulgee River and its corridor. Since the Telfair County Commission, the Telfair County 

Chamber of Commerce, and the cities of Jacksonville and Lumber City all recognize the 

economic development, nature-based tourism, recreation, and quality of life benefits the river 

provides, they may be able to provide assistance in organizing such a group. 

 

Recommendations 
● Pursue upgrades to existing public landings, such as improved access and parking, 

as needed, and additional amenities. 

 

● Work with the Georgia Department of Natural Resources to develop a new public 

landing within the Horse Creek WMA at Scuffle Bluff, as well as linear river 

corridor-based multi-use trails. 
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● Seek improved signage and access to Montgomery Lake within Horse Creek 

WMA, including possible trail or walkway development. 

 
● Develop the planned passive park/trail along the Ocmulgee River at Lumber City. 

 
● Support continued investigation of the Fernbank Glass Archaeological site and 

encourage increased public participation and education efforts to the extent 

possible, while preserving the site. 

 
● Continue active participation in both the Altamaha River Partnership and 

Ocmulgee River Blueway Partnership group. 

 
● Support efforts to maintain and increase amenities available nearby at Little 

Ocmulgee State Park. 

 
● Develop a local Ocmulgee River Corridor Master Plan to identify and prioritize 

desired facility upgrades, new facility development, and bike-pedestrian and multi-

use trail linkages with river corridor resources, nearby communities, and between 

points of interest. Any such document should be consistent with the local 

comprehensive plan, the Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC’s Regional and Regional 

Resource plans, and state planning objectives. 

 
● Organize a local support group for the Ocmulgee River. 

 
● Seek development of proposed bike lanes along U.S. 280 for a central regional 

route linking McRae with Claxton (Evans County) to the east and Seville (Wilcox 

County) to the west, as well as along U.S. 23/341. 
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JEFF DAVIS COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 
 The Ocmulgee River is Jeff Davis County’s northern boundary for a distance of nearly 31 

miles, along which are three public landings (Rocky Hammock, Burkett’s Ferry, and Hinson) 

and a portion of Flat Tub Wildlife Management 

Area (WMA). (The Altamaha River also borders 

Jeff Davis County, and will be addressed in the 

Altamaha River section of this study.) Another 

important natural resource near the Ocmulgee 

River Corridor is the Broxton Rocks Natural Area, 

which is located in both Jeff Davis and adjacent 

Coffee counties and protected by The Nature 

Conservancy. These existing resources offer much potential for contributing to the County’s goal 

of increased nature-based tourism, especially that related to its rivers. Continued participation in 

the recently expanded multi-regional Ocmulgee River Blueway Partnership initiative is expected 

to complement local efforts to promote and utilize the river.  

 

Opportunities for Connectivity 

 Local 
 
 Development of a multi-use trail linking Rocky Hammock Landing with nearby Flat Tub 

WMA and Broxton Rocks Natural Area (Jeff Davis portion) would provide an opportunity for 

local connectivity, as would connecting all three of the county’s Ocmulgee River landings. There 

is further potential for linking Hinson Landing on the Ocmulgee with Towns Bluff Park and 

Heritage Center on the Altamaha River via a multi-use trail for pedestrians and ATVs, as well as 

canoes/kayaks along the waterways themselves. Jeff Davis County currently has no bicycle 

paths; however, the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional Development Center Regional 

Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan (2005) recommends designation of a regional bicycle route along U.S. 
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341 (Golden Isles Parkway) and a connector route north along U.S. 221 from Hazlehurst. The 

former links directly with the Ocmulgee River at its crossing into Telfair County at Lumber City, 

while the latter would connect with Towns Bluff on the Altamaha. There could also be local bike 

route connectors to the regional bike routes, the landings, the WMA, and Broxton Rocks. 

 

 Regional and Multi-Regional 
 

Jeff Davis County’s participation in the recently 

expanded Ocmulgee River Blueway initiative offers 

increased potential for development and promotion of a 

multi-use trail system linking public landings and other 

resources within or near the Ocmulgee River Corridor 

in the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region and on a 

multi-regional basis. Given that the county is also 

adjacent to the Altamaha River, there are further 

opportunities for joint promotion, events, and multi-use 

trails which would provide linkage between both rivers. 

The Altamaha River is already an officially designated Georgia Canoe Trail. Jeff Davis County 

has been an active participant in the Altamaha River Partnership (ARP) since its organization in 

1998. A multi-regional advocacy group for the Altamaha, ARP has served as a model for the 

Ocmulgee River Blueway group. The proposed designation of a regional bicycle route along 

U.S. 341 would provide additional connectivity within the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region, as 

well as with other RC regions, such as Middle Georgia and Coastal Georgia, thus increasing 

potential opportunities for increased multi-use trail connectivity with both the Ocmulgee and 

Altamaha rivers and their corridors. 

 

Limiting Factors 
 
 The lack of adequate funds to provide needed and desired upgrades to existing public 

landings along the Ocmulgee River continues to be a limiting factor. While the “Friends of 

Towns Bluff” group provides active support for Towns Bluff Park and Heritage Center on the 

Altamaha, there is no comparable local advocacy group for public resources along the Ocmulgee 
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in Jeff Davis County. Organization of such a group, perhaps with assistance from the Towns 

Bluff group, has the potential to provide significant benefit. 

 
Recommendations 
 

● Pursue needed upgrades at the three existing public landings along the Ocmulgee 

River in Jeff Davis County (Rocky Hammock, Burkett’s Ferry, and Hinson). 

 

● Work to establish a local Jeff Davis County Ocmulgee River advocacy group, 

possibly patterned after the “Friends of Towns Bluff.” 

 
● Continue active partnership in the organizing multi-regional Ocmulgee River 

Blueway Partnership group and the Altamaha River Partnership and explore ways 

the two organizations might work together, such as joint events and promotion. 

 
● Study the feasibility of developing multi-use and bike trails linking Rocky 

Hammock Landing with Flat Tub WMA and Broxton Rocks Natural Area and 

between Hinson Landing on the Ocmulgee with Towns Bluff Park and Heritage 

Center on the Altamaha. 

 
● Develop a local Ocmulgee River Corridor Master Plan, which is consistent with 

the local comprehensive plan, the Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC’s Regional and 

Regional Resource plans, and state planning objectives. 

 
● Seek designation of a regional bicycle route along U.S. 341 through Jeff Davis 

County and beyond, including the addition of bike lanes. 
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WHEELER COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 
 Although the Ocmulgee River forms Wheeler County’s entire southern border for a 

distance of approximately 9.5 miles, there are currently 

no public access points on the Wheeler side. There are, 

however, three public landings along the Oconee River, 

which flows along the county’s eastern boundary. The 

1,360 acre Little Ocmulgee State Park is located along 

the Little Ocmulgee/Gum Swamp Creek off U.S. 441, 

which provides access to Interstate 16 at Dublin. The 

Lumber City Bridge Landing in adjacent Telfair County 

is located on the Ocmulgee River just west of the confluence with the Little Ocmulgee, which 

forms Wheeler County’s western border. There are no existing bicycle routes in Wheeler 

County, but there is a potential Georgia Scenic Byway along Georgia 19 beginning near both the 

Ocmulgee and Little Ocmulgee rivers out from Lumber City. Designation and promotion of this 

route could provide important connections with the rivers and other related resources or nearby 

points of interest and has the potential of increasing nature-based and heritage tourism as 

advocated in the joint Wheeler County comprehensive plan. 

 

Opportunities for Connectivity 

 Local 
 
 There are local opportunities for increased connectivity primarily through development of 

the two proposed regional bike routes along U.S. 280 and U.S. 441 through Wheeler County, 

which is recommended in the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional Development Center 

Regional Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan (2005). Within the county, these bicycle routes would provide 

additional linkages between Little Ocmulgee State Park and the county seat of Alamo and the 

city of Glenwood, both historic railroad communities. A Georgia Scenic Byway along Georgia 
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19 through Wheeler County also has potential to link this historic, picturesque route with both 

the Ocmulgee and Little Ocmulgee rivers as it traverses essentially parallel to the Oconee River, 

located several miles to the east. 

 

 Regional and Multi-Regional 
 
The two proposed regional bicycle routes along U.S. 280 and U.S. 441 have the potential 

to provide linkages within the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region, including the important 

connection between the Region’s three state parks (Gordonia-Alatamaha in Reidsville, Tattnall 

County; George L. Smith near Twin City in Emanuel County; and Little Ocmulgee in both 

Telfair and primarily Wheeler counties), which is addressed in the Heart of Georgia Altamaha 

Regional Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan (2005). They would also serve as connecting routes with 

neighboring RC regions, including Middle Georgia, Central Savannah River, and Coastal 

Georgia. The U.S. 441 route, as planned, would join State Bike Route 40 within the Region in 

Laurens County. The only one of the state’s 14 designated state bike routes in the Heart of 

Georgia Altamaha Region, it is also known as the Trans-Georgia Route because it crosses the 

state in an east-west direction between Savannah and Columbus. Wheeler County’s active 

participation in the expanded multi-regional Ocmulgee River Blueway Partnership group, as well 

as its continued support of the multi-regional Altamaha River Partnership, provide further 

opportunities for regional and multi-regional connectivity through multi-use trail development, 

joint promotions and events, and other means. In addition, there also appears to be potential for a 

regional Georgia Scenic Byway along the historic Old 

River Road along the Altamaha, which would link 

Toombs and Montgomery counties with Wheeler at the 

Bell’s Ferry Landing crossing of the Oconee. Further 

regional connectivity is possible by continuing this route 

a short distance to Georgia 19, which has already been 

identified as having Georgia Scenic Byway potential. 
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Limiting Factors 
 
 These include for Wheeler County, the lack of any public landings along the Ocmulgee 

River within the county, as well as limited available financial resources (local, state, federal) to 

pursue any possible such development. Most of this land is privately owned and would be 

prohibitively costly to acquire and develop appropriately, plus river access along this stretch is 

difficult due to the terrain and presence of extensive wetlands. Funds are also limited for 

development of the proposed bicycle routes through the county and linking Little Ocmulgee 

State Park with the Region’s other two state parks. While there is a local “friends” group which 

supports Little Ocmulgee State Park, there is no such local group which advocates on behalf of 

the Ocmulgee River. 

 

Recommendations 
 

● Pursue development of regional bicycle routes along U.S. 280 and U.S. 441 in 

Wheeler County and beyond to help provide interconnections between the three 

state parks in the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region (Little Ocmulgee, Gordonia-

Alatamaha, and George L. Smith) and to link with State Bike Route 40 (Trans-

Georgia Route). 

 

● Continue to support efforts to maintain, promote, utilize, and increase available 

amenities at Little Ocmulgee State Park through the local “friends” group and 

otherwise. 

 
● Seek Georgia Scenic Byway designation for GA 19 from near Lumber City north 

through Wheeler County, possibly in conjunction with a multi-county regional 

Georgia Scenic Byway along the Old River Road near the Altamaha in Toombs, 

Montgomery, and Wheeler counties. 

 
● Participate in multi-regional river advocacy groups, including the Ocmulgee River 

Blueway Partnership initiative, the Altamaha River Partnership, and the Oconee 

River Authority. 
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● Consider forming a joint local advocacy group for the Ocmulgee, Little Ocmulgee, 

and Oconee rivers, which would work together with the multi-regional river 

groups, as appropriate. 

 
● Prepare a local Master Plan for the Ocmulgee, Little Ocmulgee, and Oconee rivers 

to identify and prioritize desired facility upgrades, new recreational facility 

development, and bike-pedestrian and multi-use trail linkages with resources 

within the river corridors, nearby communities, and between points of interest. 

Any such document should be consistent with the local comprehensive plan, the 

Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC’s Regional and Regional Resource plans, and state 

planning objectives.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The five Heart of Georgia Altamaha counties profiled in the following 
section all adjoin the Oconee River. They are Laurens, Johnson, 
Treutlen, Wheeler, and Montgomery counties. 
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LAURENS COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 
 The Oconee River enters Laurens County from Wilkinson County to the north and winds 

its way southeasterly through the county, including between the cities of Dublin and East Dublin, 

for a distance of just over 46 miles. The City of Dublin obtains water from one surface water 

intake on the Oconee River. There are a large number of river-related resources throughout the 

county, which present multiple recreation and nature-based and heritage tourism opportunities. 

The eight publicly accessible landings on the 

Oconee River in Laurens County are: 

Beaverdam, Deep Creek, Blackshear Ferry, 

Buckeye Park, Warnock (Brickyard), Turkey 

Creek (privately-owned), Shady Field, and 

Baughnaugh Claughbaugh. While all of these 

landings would benefit from improved access 

and parking and additional amenities, 

Buckeye Park/Landing in East Dublin was 

upgraded in recent years through the Go Fish 

Georgia program. The Georgia River Network’s Seventh Annual Paddle Georgia event came to 

Laurens County in June, 2011, with participants paddling the Oconee, and a successful 

fundraiser was held at Buckeye Park. 

 

 There are also two State Wildlife Management Areas, Beaverdam and River Bend (two 

separate North and South tracts), located along the Oconee River in Laurens County, as well as 

the Hugh Gillis Public Fishing Area located nearby close to the Johnson County line. In addition 

to the WMAs, other significant resources encompassed within the county’s Oconee River 

Corridor are a portion of the Oconee River Greenway from Riverview Golf Course, the Dublin 

Riverwalk, and Buckeye Park to the Dublin Country Club, and the National Register of Historic 

Places-listed Fish Trap Cut archaeological site. 
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 Laurens County has good transportation access via I-16, U.S. 80, U.S. 319/441, and 

various state routes and is located less than an hour from Macon, which enhances its potential for 

increased nature-based tourism utilizing the Oconee River and other resources. Georgia State 

Bike Route 40, the Trans-Georgia Route between Savannah and Columbus, travels along U.S. 80 

and GA 29 for a distance of 34.9 miles across Laurens County, passing though both Dublin and 

East Dublin, crossing the Oconee River en route. This route is the only designated state bike 

route located in the entire 17-county Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region. It and other potential 

connector routes in Laurens County are in need of improvements to increase safety and 

encourage additional usage as recommended in the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional 

Development Center Regional Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan (2005). The Jefferson Davis Heritage 

Trail also passes through Laurens County, thus providing further opportunities for multi-use trail 

connectivity, with interpretive markers planned for Blackshear’s, the Oconee River Crossing, 

and the Laurens County Courthouse in Dublin. With the recent passage of the Transportation 

Investment Act or T-SPLOST in the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region, plans for the new 

Oconee River Bridge project will move forward, providing the potential for possible regional 

park development at or near the new river crossing at Blackshear Ferry Landing. 

 

Opportunities for Connectivity 

 Local 
 
 The Dublin Riverwalk offers tremendous opportunities for increased connections with the 

Oconee River within the city and beyond. Begun in 

1991, the 1.63 acre linear park currently includes a 

walking trail, amphitheatre, sitting areas, and 

lighting. Plans are to add fishing pavilions and 

extend the riverwalk to the historic African-

American Southside community and otherwise 

connect with and serve as a central focus and 

access point for the larger Oconee River Greenway 

project, as well as an important center of pedestrian 
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activity along the river in downtown Dublin. The planned Oconee River Greenway in Laurens 

County will be a linear park and natural resource buffer, primarily for recreational uses, 

stretching along the Oconee in Dublin from the Dublin Country Club south to Riverview Golf 

Course. Desired future extensions to the north and south throughout Laurens County would 

potentially link the two local wildlife management areas, the new Oconee River Bridge, and 

eight publicly accessible river landings. There are additional plans to seek funding to develop 

local bike paths/routes connecting public facilities, such as the Dublin Riverwalk, East Dublin’s 

Buckeye Park, the Farmers’ Market on Madison (Downtown Dublin), the planned Oconee River 

Greenway, the local wildlife management areas, the publicly accessible river landings, and the 

Gillis Public Fishing Area. 

 

 Regional and Multi-Regional 
 
 The Oconee River Greenway has much potential for providing linkages along the Oconee 

River within the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region, with Wheeler County to the south and 

possible connectivity with the Ocmulgee and/or 

Altamaha rivers. Other Region counties that border 

the Oconee include Treutlen and Montgomery. 

There are further opportunities for multi-regional 

connectivity along an expanded Oconee River 

Greenway north into Wilkinson County and Balls 

Ferry State Park and beyond to Baldwin County 

and the Greenway Park in Milledgeville (Middle 

Georgia RC Region). The Georgia State Legislature 

established the Oconee River Greenway Authority 

in 2002 to provide protection for the river and surrounding cultural resources (archaeological and 

historic sites) and increased recreation opportunities, such as multi-use trails and parks and 

improved river access. While based in Milledgeville, most of the Authority’s impact thus far has 

been in that area of Baldwin County; however, their Master Plan calls for phased development of 

a greenway from Lake Sinclair along the Oconee south to the Altamaha River at the 

Wheeler/Montgomery County line. The Beaverdam WMA and the new T-SPLOST funded 
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Oconee River crossing provide opportunities for linear land-based trails, increased river access, 

and further development of the Dublin Riverwalk/Oconee River Greenway within the county. 

 

 Opportunities for regional and multi-regional connectivity also exist through linking 

regional and state bike routes with important recreation/natural resource facilities, including 

those associated with the Oconee River. Specific 

recommendations in the 2005 Heart of Georgia 

Altamaha Regional Development Center 

Regional Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan for routes 

passing through Laurens County include 

improvements along GA 46 from Eastman to 

State Bike Route 40 in Soperton; along U.S. 80 

from George L. Smith State Park in Emanuel 

County to State Bike Route 40 in Dublin; and 

south along U.S. 441 from the GA 46 

intersection past Little Ocmulgee State Park (Wheeler County) to U.S. 280. Georgia State Bike 

Route 40, also known as the Trans-Georgia Route between Columbus and Savannah, passes 

through Laurens County for about 35 miles. The only designated state bike route located in the 

entire 17-county Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region, it follows U.S. 80 from the border with 

Wilkinson County to Dublin, where it transitions to GA 29 which it follows to Soperton in 

Treutlen County. The Trans-Georgia Route crosses the Oconee River between Dublin and East 

Dublin. The Jefferson Davis Heritage Trail also passes through Dublin and Laurens County on 

its trek from Elberton to Irwinville and back to Macon, presenting further opportunities for 

regional and multi-regional multi-use trails and connectivity with Oconee and Ocmulgee River 

corridor resources. 
 

Limiting Factors 
 
 The major limiting factor to implementing improvements to existing Oconee River-

related facilities; extension of and added amenities along the Dublin Riverwalk; development of 

the Oconee River Greenway through Laurens County and beyond; and improving local/regional 

bicycle facilities is the current limited available funding at the local, state, and federal levels. 
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Although the public and private financial assistance which is available tends to be very 

competitive, the City of Dublin previously has received federal Recreation Trail Program grant 

assistance for the Dublin Riverwalk. 

 

 Laurens County and the cities of Dublin 

and East Dublin, along with the Dublin-Laurens 

County Chamber of Commerce, strongly support 

enhanced nature-based tourism efforts relating to 

the Oconee River for both the economic and 

quality of life benefits, but there is no specifically 

focused local advocacy group. A local Rivers Alive 

chapter or “friends” of the river group could be an 

important asset, as well as provide possible 

regional coordination with adjacent counties and/or cross-regional connection with the Oconee 

River Greenway Authority.  

 

Recommendations 
 

● Seek improvements to existing publicly accessible Oconee River landings in 

Laurens County, such as camper hook-ups at Buckeye Park, to provide more and 

enhanced amenities for potential users. 

 

● Continue to pursue extending the Dublin Riverwalk to connect with the Southside 

community and Oconee River Greenway, as well as enhance the existing riverwalk 

by adding fishing pavilion(s) and possible landing development at the end of the 

unimproved Marion Street right-of-way. 

 

● Develop the planned Oconee River Greenway throughout Laurens County, 

especially in the existing Beaverdam and River Bend WMAs. 

 
● Work with the Oconee River Greenway Authority to extend the greenway from 

Lake Sinclair to the Altamaha and promote its usage. 
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● Seek development of a regional park and/or further enhancements to Blackshear 

Ferry landing in conjunction with construction of the new T-SPLOST-funded 

Oconee River Bridge. 

 
● Pursue funding to develop bike paths/trails linking local points of interest within 

Dublin and throughout Laurens County with the Oconee River and seek upgrades 

to regional and state bicycle routes and connections with important 

recreation/natural resource facilities, including the Region’s three state parks. 

 
● Organize a local Oconee River advocacy group, such as a “friends” group or 

Rivers Alive chapter, to spearhead efforts for improved and/or additional facilities 

and amenities, promotion, and protection for the river in Laurens County and to 

work with other local, regional, and multi-regional groups, such as the Oconee 

River Greenway Authority, on behalf of the river and its users. 

 
● Develop a local Oconee River Corridor Master Plan to identify and prioritize 

desired facility upgrades and development, multi-use trail linkages, and the like 

which is consistent with the local comprehensive plan, the Heart of Georgia 

Altamaha RC’s Regional and Regional Resource plans, and state planning 

objectives. 

 
● Seek to utilize the Jefferson Davis Heritage Trail in Laurens County to provide 

multi-use trail linkages between the Oconee River and other resources and 

obtain/erect official interpretive markers at Blackshear Ferry, Oconee River 

Crossing, and the Laurens County Courthouse in Dublin. 
 
● Encourage compatible, environmentally sensitive recreation or similar private 

development within the Oconee River Corridor, such as the proposed zip line 

between Dublin and East Dublin, which is consistent with all local and regional 

plans and complies with all government requirements.  
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JOHNSON COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 
 The Oconee River flows in a southerly direction forming Johnson County’s northwestern 

boundary with Wilkinson County for a distance of 3.5 miles. While there are no recreation 

facilities on the river on the Johnson County 

side, the public access road for Deep Creek 

Landing in Laurens County is actually located 

in Johnson County. There is potential for 

passive recreation development adjacent to 

the scenic access road which could enhance 

landing usage. Ball’s Ferry Historic State 

Park, which is under development across the 

Oconee River in Wilkinson County, will 

provide additional recreation opportunities 

along the river for Johnson County residents. There is also interest in establishing a bike path 

along GA 57 linking Johnson County’s historic Civil War sites with Ball’s Ferry Historic State 

Park. The regional bicycle/pedestrian plan further recommends development of a proposed 

regional route along U.S. 80 through southern Johnson County, which would cross the Oconee 

River in neighboring Laurens County, as well as pass near Hugh Gillis PFA en route. 

 

Opportunities for Connectivity 

 Local/Regional/Multi-Regional 
 
 There are opportunities for increased or enhanced linkages with the Oconee River 

Corridor within and beyond Johnson County and related nature-based and heritage tourism. 

These include making improvements to the scenic access road to Laurens County’s Deep Creek 

Landing and possible development of passive park amenities for visitors to enjoy, such as picnic 

facilities, if land were available in Johnson County. The addition of bike lanes along GA 57 to 
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connect Johnson County’s historic Civil War sites would provide linkages between the sites 

themselves, as well as multi-regional connectivity with Ball’s Ferry Historic State Park in 

Wilkinson County (Middle Georgia Region). Development of the proposed regional bicycle 

route along U.S. 80 would also be multi-regional as it would connect with Laurens County in the 

Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region, but also with the Trans-Georgia Route (Georgia State Bike 

Route 40) between Columbus and Savannah. There is also a proposed connector route along GA 

Highway 15 from U.S. 80 at Adrian through Johnson County to State Bike Route 35 (GA 

Highway 24) at Sandersville in Washington County, which would provide another multi-regional 

connection (Central Savannah River Region). 

 

Limiting Factors 
 
 The major limiting factor to creating increased opportunities for connectivity within and 

near the Oconee River Corridor to encourage more nature-based and heritage tourism and 

recreation use is limited available funding for projects, 

such as upgrades to the Deep Creek Landing access 

road and possible related passive park development. 

There are further funding needs for local, regional, and 

multi-regional bicycle route development, including 

the addition of bike lanes, signage, and the like. 

 

 While the Oconee River Corridor in Johnson 

County is relatively limited in size, just comprising 

some 3.5 miles of river frontage, it is of such importance that it could benefit from a specifically 

focused local advocacy group, or possibly a joint group with Laurens County. The Wrightsville-

Johnson County Chamber of Commerce, and maybe the Johnson County Historical Society, 

which has interest in the Civil War bike trail along GA 57 to Ball’s Ferry Historic State Park, 

could help organize such a group. 
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Recommendations 
 

● Seek improvements to Deep Creek Landing access road, and pursue possible 

passive park development, including land acquisition, if necessary. 

 

● Pursue development of a Civil War bicycle trail along GA 57 in Johnson County to 

Ball’s Ferry Historic State Park in adjacent Wilkinson County. 

 

● Advocate for implementation of a regional bicycle route along U.S. 80 and a 

connector route along GA Highway 15 to link with State Bike Route 35 (GA 

Highway 24) at Sandersville as recommended in the Heart of Georgia Altamaha 

Regional Development Center Regional Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan (2005). 

 
● Consider organizing a local (or possibly join with Laurens County) advocacy 

group to support the Oconee River Corridor and its increased, sustainable use for 

nature-based and heritage tourism and recreation uses. 

 
● Work with the Oconee River Greenway Authority to protect and promote the 

Oconee River Corridor for increased, compatible recreation uses. 

 
● Prepare a local Oconee River Corridor Master Plan to identify and prioritize 

desired facility upgrades and development, multi-use trail linkages, and other 

related information. Such a document should be consistent with the local 

comprehensive plan, the Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC’s Regional and Regional 

Resource plans, and state planning objectives. 
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TREUTLEN COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 
 The Oconee River forms the southwest border of Treutlen County, separating it from 

Laurens and Wheeler counties, for a distance of over eight miles. Treutlen County or Dead River 

Landing is the only public landing on the Oconee in the county. Its only amenity at present is a 

single 30-foot wide curbed concrete low water accessible ramp, which is reached by a dirt road. 

Other significant resources in Treutlen County with potential for multi-use trail connectivity with 

the Oconee River Corridor include Georgia 

Governor Troup’s Tomb, Million Pines 

Plantation, and the historic landscaped GA 

Highway 29 gateway into Soperton, which 

overlaps with a portion of Georgia State 

Bike Route 40 (Trans-Georgia Route). 

There is also local interest in developing a 

new public fishing area to replace the 

former Treutlen County PFA on Sand Hill 

Lake that closed some years ago and/or 

possibly a wildlife management area. Given Treutlen County’s access to both I-16 and GA 15, a 

planned developmental highway, and its location only 70 miles from Macon, as well as its 

existing resources, the county has much potential to attract increased nature-based and heritage 

tourism and recreation use. 

 

Opportunities for Connectivity 

 Local 
 
 There are local opportunities in Treutlen County to create linkages between natural and 

cultural heritage resources located within or in close proximity to the Oconee River Corridor. 

Treutlen County/Dead River Landing is located near the historic site of Governor Troup’s Tomb, 
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which lends itself to possible bicycle path connectivity between these two resources. There is 

also potential within Treutlen County for linkage with Million Pines Plantation, the home of Jim 

Fowler, who was an early proponent of planting pine trees as a crop. He planted 7 million slash 

pine seedlings on some 10,000 acres in Treutlen County during his lifetime. The historic wide 

landscaped right-of-way along GA 29 north of Soperton, believed to have been one of the first 

highway beautification projects in the U.S. (dates from FDR’s administration in the 1930s/40s) 

offers further potential for local, regional, and multi-regional connectivity as it is located along 

Georgia State Bike Route 40 (Trans-Georgia Route between Columbus and Savannah). 

 

 Regional  
 
 In addition to Georgia State Bike Route 40 passing through Treutlen County along GA 

Highways 29 and 46 into Laurens County and Emanuel and Candler counties, respectively, 

within the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region (currently the only Georgia State Bike Route in 

the entire 17-county region), there are other 

opportunities for regional connectivity supportive of 

nature-based tourism and the Oconee River 

Corridor. Treutlen County/Dead River Landing is 

located in close proximity to and between both 

Baughnaugh Claughbaugh Landing and River Bend 

Wildlife Management Area (South Tract) in 

Laurens County; thus, providing a possible 

opportunity for multi-use trail connectivity. 

Highway 46 Boat Ramp is also located a short 

distance to the south in Wheeler County and could easily be linked with these nearby resources. 

 

 The Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional Development Center Regional 

Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan (2005) recommends construction of 4 foot bicycle lanes for two specific 

regional projects, portions of which are in Treutlen County, which provide connectors between 

Georgia State Bike Route 40 and U.S. 341, the Region’s southern route. These proposed routes 

are along U.S. 221 from Hazlehurst (Jeff Davis County) through Montgomery County to GA 46 

in Soperton (State Bike Route 40) and GA 46 from Eastman (Dodge County) through Laurens 
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and Wheeler counties to Georgia State Bike Route 40 at Soperton.  Both of these routes 

recommended for bicycle lane construction provide opportunities for river connectivity. The 

former route crosses the Altamaha River near Towns Bluff Landing (Jeff Davis County) and 

enters Montgomery County at State Highway 135 Landing, passing near Mt. Vernon Bridge 

Landing on the Oconee River in Wheeler County. The route along GA 46 from Eastman crosses 

the Oconee near the Highway 46 Boat Ramp in Wheeler County en route to Soperton. 

 

 Multi-Regional 
 
 The previously discussed Trans-Georgia Route (Georgia State Bike Route 40), which 

links Columbus and Savannah, passes through Treutlen County, providing opportunities for 

connectivity with the Oconee River Corridor and nearby natural, cultural, and recreation 

resources. It is the only one of 14 officially designated state bike routes in the entire 17-county 

Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region. 

 

 The planned Oconee River Greenway, under the auspices of the Oconee River Greenway 

Authority, offers potential for multi-regional recreation linkages through multi-use trails from 

Lake Sinclair along the Oconee, south to the Altamaha River at the Wheeler/Montgomery 

County line. 
 

Limiting Factors 
 
 The main limiting factors making it difficult to implement improvements at Treutlen 

County/Dead River Landing, further develop the 

Oconee River Greenway for multi-purpose trail use, 

add bicycle lanes to proposed regional bike routes, 

and other worthwhile projects to encourage increased 

nature-based tourism and recreation opportunities 

connected with the Oconee River in Treutlen County 

and throughout the Heart of Georgia Altamaha 

Region are limited available financial resources and 

lack of a local advocacy group. While there are some 
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public and private funds which can be used for such purposes, there is much competition for 

those limited resources. Organization of a local Rivers Alive chapter, “friends” of Dead River 

Landing, or other similar support group could help advocate for Oconee River Corridor 

enhancements in Treutlen County, as well as promote its usage. The Soperton-Treutlen Chamber 

of Commerce and the Treutlen County Board of Commissioners have previously expressed 

support for increased local recreation and nature-based tourism opportunities and might be 

willing to help organize such a group. 

 

Recommendations 
 

● Seek to upgrade the existing Dead River Landing through the addition of at least 

basic amenities. 

 

● Pursue obtaining a new state operated Public Fishing Area and/or a Wildlife 

Management Area in Treutlen County. 

 

● Restore and promote the historic landscaped GA Highway 29 gateway into 

Soperton, thought to be one of the earliest highway beautification projects in the 

U.S. It is also located along Georgia State Bike Route 40, the Trans-Georgia 

Route, which attracts cyclists from throughout Georgia and elsewhere. 

 
● Work to conserve Million Pines Plantation, the home of Jim Fowler, who was an 

early advocate of planting pine trees as a crop and planted 7 million seedlings on 

some 10,000 acres in Treutlen County. 

 
● Advocate for creation of bike lanes connecting GA State Bike Route 40 and U.S. 

341 as recommended in the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional 

Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan. 

 
● Promote multi-use trail connectivity between Dead River Landing and nearby 

Oconee River landings, such as Baughnaugh Claughbaugh (Laurens County) and 

Highway 46 Boat Ramp (Wheeler County), as well as River Bend WMA (South 

Tract) located close by in Laurens County. 
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● Explore the feasibility of developing bike lanes between Dead River Landing and 

Georgia Governor Troup’s Tomb. 

 
● Support the efforts of the Oconee River Greenway Authority to extend the 

greenway from Lake Sinclair south to the Altamaha River and promote its usage.  

 
● Organize a local Oconee River advocacy group to support and protect the river in 

Treutlen County or join with neighboring counties, such as Laurens and Johnson, 

to form a multi-county “friends” of the Oconee or other similar group. 

 
● Develop a local Oconee River Corridor Master Plan for Treutlen County, which 

identifies and prioritizes desired facility upgrades and development consistent with 

the local comprehensive plan, the Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC’s Regional and 

Regional Resource plans,  and state planning objectives.  
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WHEELER COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 
 The Oconee River winds its way for a distance of about 42 miles forming the eastern 

boundary of Wheeler County. The river’s 

distance in the county is second longest in the 

Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region after Laurens 

County’s 46 miles. There are three publicly 

available landings along the Oconee River in 

Wheeler County: Highway 46 Boat Ramp, Mt. 

Vernon Bridge, and Clark’s Bluff. The Georgia 

Forestry Commission holds a conservation 

easement with 9 miles of Oconee River frontage 

in Wheeler County, which was donated as part of 

the Georgia Land Conservation Program. While there are no existing bicycle routes in Wheeler 

County, there is a potential local route, or even a Georgia Scenic Byway, along GA 19. This 

picturesque route is noted for its pastoral qualities, including farms, pecan groves, rural churches, 

the National Register-listed Woodland Plantation, and the Milly Troup Tomb/Big Oak Tree. GA 

19 runs generally parallel to and several miles from, the Oconee River, making it a possible 

connector to the landings and other resources within or near the river corridor. The highway also 

enters Wheeler County as it crosses the Little Ocmulgee River near the confluence with the 

Ocmulgee, providing additional possibilities for multi-use trail connectivity.  

 

Opportunities for Connectivity 

 Local 
 
 Opportunities for local linkages within and adjacent to the Oconee River Corridor abound 

in Wheeler County. The aforementioned potential Georgia Scenic Byway along GA 19 could 

provide connectivity with the three public landings on the Oconee within the county, as well as 
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the Little Ocmulgee and Ocmulgee rivers, and the cultural heritage sites in the area. The 

proposed regional bike routes along U.S. 280 and 441 in Wheeler County could provide further 

connectivity with Mt. Vernon Bridge Landing on the Oconee, the potential Georgia Scenic 

Byway along GA 19, and Little Ocmulgee State Park. The Georgia Forestry Commission 

conservation easement property may be an excellent opportunity for development of a river-

based linear, multi-use trail. 

 

Regional and Multi-Regional 
 
 Opportunities for linkages within the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region and with other 

RC regions exist through the previously mentioned regional bicycle routes along U.S. 280 and 

441 as recommended in the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional Development Center Regional 

Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan (2005). These proposed 

routes would provide important opportunities for 

multi-use trail connectivity between the Heart of 

Georgia Altamaha Region’s three state parks (Little 

Ocmulgee primarily in Wheeler County; Gordonia-

Alatamaha in Reidsville; and George L. Smith near 

Twin City in Emanuel County) and with the Trans-

Georgia Route (Georgia State Bike Route 40), 

which crosses the state between Columbus and 

Savannah. In addition, the planned Oconee River 

Greenway offers further potential for multi-regional recreation linkages through future 

development of multi-use trails from Lake Sinclair along the Oconee south to the Altamaha 

River at the Wheeler/Montgomery County line. Support for the Oconee River Greenway 

Authority in its efforts to develop the entire greenway, as well as continued participation in the 

multi-regional Altamaha River Partnership and Ocmulgee River Blueway group, provide greater 

opportunities for increased regional and multi-regional connectivity through multi-use trail 

development, joint activities and promotion, and the like. There also appears to be potential for a 

Georgia Scenic Byway along the historic Old River Road near the Altamaha, which would link 

Toombs and Montgomery counties with Wheeler at the Bell’s Ferry Landing crossing of the 



Multi-Region River Corridor Feasibility Study Phase II – Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC 
 

49 
 

Oconee. Further regional connectivity is possible by continuing this route a short distance to 

Georgia 19, which has already been identified as having Georgia Scenic Byway potential. 

 

Limiting Factors 
 
 The lack of any existing bike routes in Wheeler County and the availability of only 

limited funds to develop such routes are limiting 

factors in the County’s pursuit of increased 

nature-based tourism and recreation 

opportunities. Funds are also lacking for 

upgrades needed at the three public landings 

along the Oconee River. Although a local 

Friends for Little Ocmulgee State Park group 

supports the park, there is no local advocacy 

group for the Oconee nor the Ocmulgee River. 

 

Recommendations 
 

● Pursue development of regional bicycle routes along U.S. 280 and U.S. 441 in 

Wheeler County, through the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region, and beyond to 

provide linkages between the Region’s three state parks and with Georgia State 

Bike Route 40, the Trans-Georgia Route. 

 

● Seek needed upgrades at Highway 46 Boat Ramp, Mt. Vernon Bridge Landing, 

and Clark’s Bluff Landing on the Oconee River in Wheeler County. 

 
● Seek development of a linear multi-use trail along the Oconee River in the Georgia 

Forestry Commission conservation easement property. 

 

● Obtain Georgia Scenic Byway designation for GA 19 through Wheeler County, 

possibly in conjunction with a multi-county, regional Georgia Scenic Byway along 
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the Old River Road near the Altamaha in Toombs, Montgomery, and Wheeler 

counties. 

 
● Participate in the Oconee River Greenway Authority and advocate possible 

expansion of the greenway through Wheeler County. 

 
● Support and participate in multi-regional river advocacy groups in addition to the 

Oconee River Greenway Authority, including the Ocmulgee River Blueway and 

Altamaha River partnership groups. 

 
● Consider forming a joint local advocacy group for the Oconee, Ocmulgee, and 

Little Ocmulgee rivers in Wheeler County. 

 
● Prepare a local Master Plan for the Oconee, Ocmulgee, and Little Ocmulgee river 

corridors in Wheeler County which identifies and prioritizes specific desired 

facility upgrades and development, bike-pedestrian and multi-use trail linkages 

with natural, cultural, and recreation resources, nearby communities, and other 

points of interest. This document should be consistent with existing plans, 

including the local comprehensive plan, Regional and Regional Resource plans, as 

well as state planning objectives.  
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 
 The Oconee River flows generally southward for 

a distance of nearly 37 miles forming Montgomery 

County’s western boundary, separating it from Wheeler 

County, until it joins the Ocmulgee to form the Altamaha 

River near the county’s southwest corner. Bell’s Ferry 

Landing is the only public landing on the Oconee in 

Montgomery County and is located near the southern end 

of the river. The Yamassee Bike Trail is a 27-mile 

marked bicycle route that begins and ends at the 

Montgomery County Courthouse in Mount Vernon. The only designated local bike trail in the 

17-county Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region, a portion of the Yamassee Trail runs parallel to 

the Oconee River and passes through the historic railroad towns of Alston and Uvalda and the 

Long Pond community. There has been interest in possible development of a state public fishing 

area and/or a regional reservoir near Pendleton Creek in Montgomery, Toombs, Treutlen, and/or 

Emanuel counties. 

 

Opportunities for Connectivity 

 Local 
 
 Opportunities for local connectivity within and adjacent to the Oconee River Corridor in 

Montgomery County exist in conjunction with the previously described Yamassee Bike Trail and 

the bike routes recommended in the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional Bicycle/Pedestrian 

Plan. These include linkage/overlapping between the Yamassee Trail and the proposed U.S. 221 

connector bike route at both Long Pond and Uvalda. From Uvalda, the U.S. 221 connector bike 

route would run south along with GA 135 to the Altamaha River at the State Highway 135 

Landing from where the multi-use trail could connect by water with Bell’s Ferry Landing on the 
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Oconee. There is also a proposed Rails to Trail project from Alston which would run along or 

near GA 135 south to Uvalda (overlapping the 

Yamassee Trail along this stretch) and then 

continue south along U.S. 221/GA 135 to the 

Altamaha along the county’s southern boundary. 

Further local connectivity could be achieved with 

development of the regional bike trail 

recommended along U.S. 280 which would link 

with the Yamassee Trail in Mt. Vernon. The U.S. 

280 regional bike trail would also cross the 

Oconee a short distance to the west of Mt. Vernon 

and heading east would pass by the Brewton-Parker College Campus and through the adjacent 

historic city of Ailey as it crosses the county toward Toombs County. 

 

 Regional and Multi-Regional 
 
 Opportunities for connectivity within the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region and with 

other regions exist through continuation of the proposed Alston to Uvalda to the Altamaha River 

Rails to Trail project across the Altamaha River into Jeff Davis County near Towns Bluff Park 

and Heritage Center within Bullard Creek WMA and south along/near U.S. 221/GA 135 to 

Hazlehurst. This is part of the proposed U.S. 221 connector bike route, which would also extend 

northward through Montgomery County, crossing U.S. 280 (proposed regional bicycle route) at 

Mt. Vernon, and continue on to Soperton in Treutlen County. The recommended U.S. 280 

regional bike route would link directly with Mt. Vernon Bridge Landing on the Wheeler County 

side of the Oconee River. Other linkages along the proposed U.S. 280 Heart of Georgia 

Altamaha regional bike route would include connectivity with Gordonia-Alatamaha State Park to 

the east in Reidsville, Tattnall County (crossing the Ohoopee River en route) and passing near 

Little Ocmulgee State Park and crossing its namesake river separating Wheeler and Telfair 

counties to the west. The U.S. 280 bicycle route would continue westward through the Region 

crossing the Ocmulgee River near Abbeville and Half Moon Landing before passing out of the 

Region as a connector bike route into adjacent Crisp County. Along the way are numerous 
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communities and other points of interest for nature-based and heritage tourism visitors and 

recreation users. 

 

 The planned Oconee River Greenway also offers additional potential for multi-regional 

recreation connectivity. Development of multi-use trails from Lake Sinclair south along the 

Oconee to the Altamaha River at the 

Wheeler/Montgomery County line would 

provide vast opportunities for increased, 

sustainable use of the Oconee River Corridor. 

Support for the Oconee River Greenway 

Authority in its efforts to extend the 

greenway out from Milledgeville/Baldwin 

County, along with continued participation in 

the multi-regional Altamaha River 

Partnership, will provide more opportunities 

for both regional and multi-regional linkages via multi-use trails, joint events, combined 

advocacy, and other means. 
 

Limiting Factors 
 
 As is the case in other Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region counties and beyond, the 

limited availability of funding for upgrades at Bell’s Ferry Landing and along the local 

Yamassee Bike Trail, as well as for development of the recommended regional and connector 

bicycle routes along U.S. 280 and U.S. 221, respectively, hampers opportunities for increasing 

nature-based tourism and improving recreation attractions in and near the Oconee River Corridor 

in Montgomery County. The lack of a local group focused specifically on advocating on behalf 

of the Oconee River is also a hindrance. 

 

Recommendations 
 

● Seek shoulder paving and other needed improvements along the Yamassee Bicycle 

Trail. 
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● Pursue needed upgrades at Bell’s Ferry Landing. 

 
● Develop the proposed Rail to Trail project from Alston to the Altamaha River in 

Montgomery County. 

 

● Support implementation of the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Bicycle Plan 

recommendations for development of a regional bike route along U.S. 280 and a 

connector route along U.S. 221 in Montgomery County. 

 
● Investigate the feasibility of a possible state public fishing area in Montgomery 

County and/or regional reservoir near Pendleton Creek in Montgomery, Toombs, 

Treutlen, and/or Emanuel counties. 

 

● Participate in the Oconee River Greenway Authority and advocate possible 

development of a greenway through Montgomery County. 

 
● Support and actively participate in the multi-regional Altamaha River Partnership. 

 
● Pursue creation of a local advocacy group for the Oconee River, and possibly the 

Altamaha, in Montgomery County in conjunction with the Chamber of Commerce, 

local governments, Brewton-Parker College, and other interested parties. 

 
● Prepare a local Master Plan for the Oconee River Corridor in Montgomery County 

in which desired facility improvements and/or development are identified and 

prioritized. Any such planning document should be consistent with the local 

comprehensive plan, Regional and Regional Resource plans, and state planning 

objectives. 

 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The six Heart of Georgia Altamaha counties profiled in the following 
section all adjoin the Altamaha River. They are Jeff Davis, Montgomery, 
Toombs, Appling, Tattnall, and Wayne counties. 
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JEFF DAVIS COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 

 Originating at the confluence of the Ocmulgee 

and Oconee rivers at the Wheeler/Montgomery 

County line north of Hazlehurst, the Altamaha flows 

generally northeasterly forming a portion of Jeff 

Davis County’s northern boundary for a distance of 

about 10.5 miles. Towns Bluff Park and Heritage 

Center is located within Bullard Creek Wildlife 

Management Area and contains both of the county’s 

only public landings on the Altamaha. The Georgia Department of Natural Resources officially 

designated the river as the Altamaha River Canoe Trail. There are no bicycle paths currently in 

Jeff Davis County; however, the Heart of Georgia Regional Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan, completed 

in 2005, recommends designation of a regional route along U.S. 341 and a connector route north 

along U.S. 221 from Hazlehurst. Local interest has also been expressed in developing a possible 

Rails to Trail type of multi-purpose trail or bike path from Hazlehurst to Towns Bluff/Bullard 

Creek WMA along the old Georgia-Florida Railway bed, and which could potentially cross the 

Altamaha into Montgomery County. Jeff Davis County has been an active participant in the 

Altamaha River Partnership since its organization and is now also supporting the Ocmulgee 

River Blueway group. 

 

Opportunities for Connectivity 

 Local 
 
 There are opportunities for linkages with the Altamaha River Corridor within Jeff Davis 

County, including the previously mentioned potential Rails to Trail type of multi-purpose trail or 

bike path along or adjacent to the former Georgia-Florida Railway bed/U.S. 221/GA 135 

between Hazlehurst and Towns Bluff/Bullard Creek WMA. The County-owned historic Big 
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House in Hazlehurst could potentially serve as a trailhead. There are further opportunities for 

connecting Towns Bluff with Hinson Landing on the Ocmulgee using a multi-purpose trail for 

pedestrians and ATVs, as well as canoes/kayaks on 

the waterways themselves, which could link not 

only the Altamaha and Ocmulgee, but also the 

Oconee River. Development of the recommended 

connector bicycle route along U.S. 221 north from 

Hazlehurst connects directly with the Altamaha at 

Towns Bluff/Bullard Creek WMA before crossing 

the river into Montgomery County. The large 

Bullard Creek WMA and its location along the 

Altamaha River offers the feasibility and 

opportunity for development of additional multi-use trails, and using Towns Bluff as a hub. 

 

 Regional 
 
 The potential old Georgia-Florida Railway Rails to Trail multi-use trail could cross the 

Altamaha River into Montgomery County at State Highway 135 Landing where it would connect 

with the proposed Alston through Uvalda non-motorized Rails to Trail to the Altamaha. This 

trail would utilize the historic and picturesque 1908 

Georgia-Florida Railway bridge, which still spans 

the Altamaha. There are further opportunities for 

linkages with and within the Altamaha River 

Corridor in the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region, 

such as extending the proposed U.S. 221 connector 

bicycle route across the Altamaha into Montgomery 

County and beyond. A multi-use trail has been 

discussed which would connect Towns Bluff Park 

and Heritage Center/Bullard Creek WMA with 

Falling Rocks Park/Deen’s Landing in Appling County, which are located adjacent to and just 

east of the State-owned Bullard Creek WMA. There is additional potential for linking such a trail 

with Moody Forest Natural Area located nearby to the east along the Altamaha. Moody Forest, 



Multi-Region River Corridor Feasibility Study Phase II – Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC 
 

58 
 

the only known old-growth longleaf pine-blackjack oak forest in the U.S., is owned by The 

Nature Conservancy and jointly managed with the Georgia Department of Natural Resources. 

The recommended designation of a regional bicycle route along U.S. 341 would provide even 

more chances for connectivity within the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region as the route crosses 

the Ocmulgee River into Telfair County at Lumber City near Lumber City Bridge Landing. 

Given its status as an official Georgia Canoe Trail, the Altamaha River itself provides 

connectivity between the publicly accessible landings, parks, natural areas, and other recreation 

resources and attractions within and near its corridor. 

 

 Multi-Regional 
 
 In terms of opportunities for multi-regional linkages between the Altamaha River 

Corridor in Jeff Davis County and beyond the Heart of Georgia 

Altamaha Region, the river’s designation as a Georgia Canoe Trail 

provides for waterway connection with resources in Long, Glynn, and 

McIntosh counties in the neighboring Coastal Georgia Region all the 

way to the Atlantic Ocean. The County has actively participated in the 

multi-regional Altamaha River Partnership (ARP) since its organization 

in 1998. ARP has been an important advocate on behalf of sustainable, 

nature-based economic development along the Altamaha, including 

development of and/or upgrades to facilities, such as Towns Bluff Park 

and Heritage Center, and special events. The multi-regional Ocmulgee 

River Blueway Partnership group, in which Jeff Davis County 

representatives participate, has utilized ARP as a model as it continues its 

organization efforts. Working through both ARP and the Ocmulgee 

River Blueway group, there are opportunities for increased multi-region 

events and promotions and multi-use trail system development. The 

regional bicycle route along U.S. 341, which was recommended in the 

2005 Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan, would provide further multi-

region connectivity with Middle Georgia, Coastal Georgia, and other RC regions and enhance 

potential opportunities for multi-use trail linkages with both the Altamaha and Ocmulgee rivers 

and their corridors. 
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Limiting Factors 
 
 Inadequate funding availability for desired improvements at Towns Bluff, development 

of multi-use trails linking various public landings and other river corridor resources within Jeff 

Davis County and in the Heart of Georgia Altamaha 

Region, designation of and required upgrades to 

proposed bicycle routes, and any development of the 

former Georgia-Florida Railway Rails to Trail 

project continue to be concerns. Towns Bluff is 

fortunate to have its “Friends of Towns Bluff” local 

support group; however, this resourceful group has 

accomplished much in terms of museum 

development, special events hosting, and the like 

despite its limited membership and scarce funding. With increased membership and financial 

support, much more could be achieved. 

 

Recommendations 
 

● Seek upgrades to Towns Bluff Park and Heritage Center, such as removal of 

underbrush blocking river view and the addition of security cameras, a floating 

dock, amphitheatre, bird watching signs, activities including geocaching and disc 

golf, and additional trail development. 

 

● Work to strengthen “Friends of Towns Bluff” local support group through 

increased membership and financial support. 

 

● Prepare and implement a master plan to guide development of the Towns Bluff 

Heritage Center. 

 
● Investigate feasibility of developing a Rails to Trail type of multi-use trail along 

the old Georgia-Florida Railway adjacent to U.S. 221 north between Hazlehurst 

and Towns Bluff Park and possibly across the Altamaha to Montgomery County. 
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● Develop multi-use trail linking Towns Bluff Park and Heritage Center/Bullard 

Creek WMA with Falling Rocks Park/Deen’s Landing and possibly Moody Forest 

Natural Area (Appling County). 

 
● Study feasibility of connecting Towns Bluff Park with Hinson Landing on the 

Ocmulgee River via a multi-use trail. 

 
● Continue active participation in both the multi-regional Altamaha River 

Partnership and Ocmulgee River Blueway group, and explore ways the two 

organizations might work together on joint events, promotions, and the like. 

 
● Develop a local Altamaha River Corridor Master Plan, which identifies and 

priorities desired and needed upgrades to existing facilities, development of new 

facilities, and other enhancements to promote sustainable usage of the river and its 

environs. Any such document must be consistent with the local comprehensive 

plan, the Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC’s Regional and Regional Resource plans, 

and state planning objectives. 

 
● Seek state designation of regional bicycle route along U.S. 341 through Jeff Davis 

County, other Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region counties, and beyond, as well as 

a connector bicycle route along U.S. 221 north from Hazlehurst through 

Montgomery County and on to Georgia 46 in Soperton, Treutlen County. 

 
● Develop local bike path routes connecting Hazlehurst and the river corridors and 

landings, as well as the Flat Tub WMA/Broxton Rocks Natural Area. 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 
 The Altamaha River forms the entire 7+ mile southern boundary of Montgomery County. 

The only public landing on the Altamaha in the county is the Highway 135 Landing located 

adjacent to a small river swamp area of Bullard 

Creek WMA (majority of which is south of the river 

in Jeff Davis and Appling counties) off GA 135/U.S. 

221. The Yamassee Bike Trail, a 27-mile marked 

bicycle route which begins and ends at the National 

Register-listed Montgomery County Courthouse in 

Mt. Vernon, is the only locally designated bicycle 

trail in the 17-county Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC 

Region. It passes through the historic Long Pond 

community, as well as the early 20th century railroad 

towns of Alston and Uvalda. The Yamassee Trail route and nearby roads, including the Old 

River Road, may have potential as a Georgia Scenic Byway. There is also a proposed Rails to 

Trail non-motorized trail from Alston through Uvalda to the Altamaha River which would utilize 

the abandoned old Georgia and Florida Railway bed parallel to GA 135/U.S. 221. 

 

Opportunities for Connectivity 

 Local 
 
 The proposed Rails to Trail project from Alston through Uvalda to the 

Altamaha River is an excellent example of possible local connectivity with the 

Altamaha River Corridor. This trail also overlaps the local Yamassee Bike 

Trail, thus providing further connectivity with the river corridor from within 

Montgomery County. In addition, the two bicycle routes recommended in the 

Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan for Montgomery 
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County, a U.S. 221 connector route and a U.S. 280 regional route, would provide further options 

for linkages. The U.S. 221 connector would partially overlap the existing Yamassee Bike Trail 

between the Long Pond community and Uvalda and then continue roughly parallel or overlap 

with the planned Alston to the Altamaha River Rails to Trail project along GA 135/U.S. 221 

from Uvalda to the river. North of Long Pond, the U.S. 221 connector route would intersect with 

the recommended U.S. 280 regional route in Mt. Vernon before continuing north on its way 

through Montgomery County on to Treutlen County. The U.S. 280 regional bicycle route would 

directly link with the Oconee River just west of Mt. Vernon, as well as with the Ocmulgee River 

farther to the west near Abbeville in Wilcox County. Students at Brewton-Parker College, which 

is located on U.S. 280 east of the county courthouse in Mt. Vernon, may be interested in utilizing 

the U.S. 280 regional bike route for 

recreation and/or transportation. The 

proposed bicycle route along U.S. 280 

would also provide direct access through 

Toombs County to Gordonia-Alatamaha 

State Park in Reidsville, Tattnall County. 

Further local, regional, and multi-

regional nature-based recreation 

opportunities and connectivity with the 

Altamaha or other river corridors may 

exist in the future if a new state public 

fishing area is developed in Montgomery County or if a regional reservoir were developed near 

Pendleton Creek in Toombs, Treutlen, Emanuel, and/or Montgomery counties. 

 

 Regional and Multi-Regional 
 
 Continuation of the proposed Alston Rails to Trail project across the Altamaha River 

(adjacent to State Highway 135 Landing) into Jeff Davis County would provide regional 

connectivity with Towns Bluff Park and Heritage Center located within Bullard Creek WMA. It 

may be possible to extend the multi-use trail along or adjacent to the former Georgia and Florida 

Railway bed/U.S. 221/GA 135 southward to Hazlehurst where the County-owned historic Big 

House could potentially serve as a trailhead. The U.S. 221 route is part of the previously 
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discussed recommended bicycle connector route through Montgomery County which continues 

on to Soperton in Treutlen County after crossing the other recommended U.S. 280 regional bike 

route in Mt. Vernon. Also as previously noted, the proposed U.S. 280 regional bicycle route 

through Montgomery County links directly with the Oconee (at Wheeler County line), Little 

Ocmulgee (between Wheeler and Telfair counties), Ocmulgee (between Dodge and Wilcox 

counties), and Ohoopee (Tattnall County) rivers within the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region 

before entering adjacent counties to the east and west. Numerous public river landings; Little 

Ocmulgee and Gordonia-Alatamaha state parks; historic communities; and other points of 

interest provide opportunities for recreation and nature-based and heritage tourism pursuits. 

There may also be potential for a Georgia Scenic Byway along the historic Old River Road, 

which was originally a Native-American trail, near the Altamaha linking Montgomery, Toombs, 

and Wheeler counties. Continued participation in the multi-regional Altamaha River Partnership, 

along with support for the Oconee River Greenway Authority and its efforts to extend the 

greenway, are important to help provide more opportunities for both regional and multi-regional 

linkages via multi-use trails; joint promotion, events, and advocacy; and other means. 
 

Limiting Factors 
 
 The limited availability of funding for needed improvements at State Highway 135 

Landing, which currently has only a low water accessible concrete ramp and an unpaved access 

road and parking; paved shoulders and other 

upgrades to the Yamassee Bike Trail; 

development of the Rails to Trail project from 

Alston south to the Altamaha River; and state 

designation and upgrades to the recommended 

regional and connector bike routes along U.S. 

280 and U.S. 221, respectively, has slowed 

efforts to increase and improve existing nature-

based and recreation attractions associated with and/or located near the Altamaha River Corridor 

in Montgomery County. The presence of a local advocacy group focused specifically on the 

Altamaha River would also be helpful in seeking ways to enhance usage and linkages with other 

local attractions. 
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Recommendations 
 

● Pursue upgrades and the addition of amenities to State Highway 135 Landing. 

 

● Seek shoulder paving and other needed improvements along the Yamassee Bicycle 

Trail. 

 
● Develop proposed Rails to Trail project from Alston to the Altamaha River. 

 
● Support implementation of Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional 

Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan recommendations for development of regional bike route 

along U.S. 280 and connector route along U.S. 221 in Montgomery County. 

 
● Nominate Long Pond community for the National Register of Historic Places as a 

historic district to encourage increased heritage tourism. 

 
● Pursue Georgia Scenic Byway designation for the Yamassee Bicycle Trail and the 

Old River Road in Montgomery, Toombs, and Wheeler counties. 

 
● Investigate feasibility of possible state public fishing area in Montgomery County 

and/or regional reservoir near Pendleton Creek in Montgomery, Toombs, Treutlen, 

and/or Emanuel counties. 

 
● Support and actively participate in multi-regional Altamaha River Partnership. 

 
● Pursue participating in the Oconee River Greenway and advocate possible 

greenway development through Montgomery County. 

 
● Seek organization of local advocacy group in Montgomery County for the 

Altamaha River, possibly in conjunction with support for the Oconee as well, 

through the Chamber of Commerce, development authority, local governments, 

Brewton-Parker College, and other interested parties. 
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● Develop a local Master Plan for the Altamaha River Corridor in Montgomery 

County which specifies and prioritizes desired facilities (new and upgrades to 

existing) consistent with the local comprehensive plan, Regional and Regional 

Resource plans, and state planning goals. 
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TOOMBS COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 
 Toombs County’s entire southern boundary, for a distance of about 20.3 miles, is formed 

by the Altamaha River. Three state-owned landings (McNatt Falls, Gray’s, and U.S. 1 Bridge) 

and one County-owned (Cobb’s Creek) 

landing are located along the Altamaha in 

Toombs County, providing access to Georgia 

DNR’s officially designated 137-mile 

Altamaha River Canoe Trail. The area is 

known for its world famous Vidalia Sweet 

Onion. The local Sweet Onion Cyclists 

bicycle club sponsors an annual Sweet Onion 

Century Ride which offers rides through 

various Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region counties. The annual “Tales from the Altamaha” area 

folk play, sponsored by Lyons Better Hometown, celebrates the history of the Altamaha River 

region and its early settlers. The Altamaha Heritage Museum in Lyons is a local museum 

depicting the area’s rich history. Toombs County’s 

assets include its location approximately equidistant 

from the metropolitan areas of Augusta, Macon, and 

Savannah and 100 miles inland from the Georgia 

coast, as well as its excellent transportation access via 

I-16, U.S. 1, and U.S. 280, and its numerous heritage 

and nature-based tourism and recreation attractions, 

all of which contribute to opportunities for increased 

economic benefits related to the Altamaha River 

Corridor. 
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Opportunities for Connectivity 

 Local 
 
 There are currently opportunities to link the four publicly accessible Altamaha River 

landings with each other via the Altamaha River Canoe Trail. The proposed bicycle connector 

route along U.S. 1 through Toombs County would 

provide additional connectivity directly with the 

Altamaha at U.S. 1 Bridge Landing and also with 

heritage and recreation resources in the county seat of 

Lyons. There also appears to be a potential Georgia 

Scenic Byway near the river, west of U.S. 1 along the 

hilly and winding Old River Road. This route provides 

access to both Gray’s and McNatt Falls landings and 

Benton Lee’s Steakhouse, and could possibly be 

extended northward to Cedar Crossing or westward 

into Montgomery and Wheeler counties. The Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional 

Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan also recommends state designation of a central regional route along U.S. 

280, which would pass through both Vidalia and Lyons en route through the county. Such a 

bicycle route could provide further connection between points of interest within the cities and 

beyond. Local bike routes utilized during the annual Sweet Onion Century Ride event or others, 

could be promoted for use to provide additional interconnectivity throughout the year. 

 

 Regional and Multi-Regional 
 
 The annual Sweet Onion Century Ride currently provides options for linkages within the 

Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region counties of Candler, Montgomery, Tattnall, Treutlen, and 

Toombs counties, which could be utilized year round to encourage increased nature-based 

recreation and interconnectivity opportunities with the Altamaha River Corridor and possibly 

others on an ongoing basis. The two proposed new bicycle routes recommended in the regional 

bike/ped plan offer further options for regional and multi-regional linkages supportive of 

enhanced connectivity with the Altamaha, as well as the Oconee and Little Ocmulgee rivers. The 

new central regional route would run along U.S. 280 from Claxton, Evans County west through 
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Lyons and Vidalia then through Ailey/Mt.Vernon/Montgomery and Glenwood/Alamo/Wheeler 

counties to McRae, Telfair County for a distance of 68 miles. If the route were extended to the 

west through Dodge and Wilcox counties, connection would also be made with the Ocmulgee 

River before continuing outside the Region. East of 

Claxton, after crossing the Canoochee River, U.S. 280 

continues out of the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region into 

Bryan County in the Coastal Georgia Region. The 

recommended connector bicycle route along U.S. 1 runs 

from Swainsboro in Emanuel County, to the south where it 

intersects briefly with Georgia Bike Route 40 (Trans-

Georgia), then on through Lyons, crosses the Altamaha 

River into Appling County, then continues to the intersection with U.S. 341 in Baxley, which is 

another more southerly proposed regional bike route. All of these bike routes provide potential 

opportunities for extensive interconnection between recreation, nature-based and heritage 

tourism resources related to the Altamaha and/or other river corridors within the Heart of 

Georgia Altamaha Region and on a multi-regional basis. Toombs County has also participated in 

the multi-regional Altamaha River Partnership, which has advocated successfully since the late 

1990s for sustainable economic development of the Altamaha River Basin, including nature-

based tourism and recreation uses. 

 

 There is additional potential for a possible Regional Georgia Scenic Byway along the Old 

River Road near the Altamaha and west of U.S. 1. It could run from Toombs County into 

Montgomery County, where it would cross U.S. 221 (recommended bicycle connector route) 

near the Georgia Highway 135 Landing, before continuing across the Oconee River at Bell’s 

Ferry Landing into Wheeler County. From there it would intersect with GA 19, which has 

previously been identified as a potential Georgia Scenic Byway. Lumber City (Telfair County) 

and the Ocmulgee and Little Ocmulgee rivers are also nearby. 
 

Limiting Factors 
 
 While there has been much interest in and local support expressed for increased nature-

based tourism in Toombs County, and even the long-term goal of possible state park creation 
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along the Altamaha, much of the emphasis in recent years has been focused on the Vidalia Sweet 

Onion. There is no doubt about the crop’s economic importance locally, regionally, and on the 

state, national, and even international levels; however, the Altamaha River has largely been 

untapped in terms of recreation and nature-based tourism opportunities in Toombs County. The 

heritage of the Altamaha has successfully attracted audiences each year since 2005 to attend 

performances of the acclaimed “Tales from the Altamaha” in downtown Lyons, and the 

Altamaha Heritage Museum is under development, but there are no fishing tournaments, canoe 

paddles, or other events that promote the river itself which might attract overnight visitors to the 

Toombs County community.  

 

 As has been expressed elsewhere in this 

study, limited funding availability for upgrades 

to existing public landings and development of 

proposed bicycle routes has contributed to the 

lack of improvements to Toombs County 

facilities. Gray’s Landing is the only one of the 

four public landings county-wide which has any 

amenities beyond a very basic ramp at each site. 

It is a popular landing due, in part, to its array of 

amenities, but also because of Benton Lee’s 

Steakhouse, a well-known restaurant located 

adjacent to Gray’s Landing. The County-owned Cobb’s Creek landing has only a 15 foot wide 

unpaved landing. Designation of the Old River Road near Gray’s and McNatt Falls landings as a 

Georgia Scenic Byway would be expected to attract even more visitation. In addition, there is no 

strong local advocacy group on behalf of the Altamaha River in Toombs County. If such a group 

were to exist, it would be able to draw more attention to the river, organize and support special 

events, seek Georgia Scenic Byway status, and possibly obtain local government, Chamber of 

Commerce, and/or other assistance with ongoing efforts to generate increased sustainable usage 

and economic benefits. 
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Recommendations 
 

● Pursue upgrades to existing public landings, such as improved access and parking 

as needed, and additional amenities. 

 

● Organize a local advocacy group for the Altamaha River to promote its sustainable 

usage, facility upgrades, special events, protection, and otherwise strive to keep the 

river in the public eye. 

 
● Seek development of recommended bicycle trails, including the central regional 

route along U.S. 280 and the U.S. 1 connector route, as well as local bike paths to 

provide connectivity to local attractions. 

 
● Explore potential Georgia Scenic Byway designation for the Old River Road west 

of U.S. 1 in Toombs County, and possibly across Montgomery County into 

Wheeler County. 

 
● Actively participate in multi-regional Altamaha River Partnership. 

 
● Support annual “Tales of the Altamaha” regional folk play production and 

continued development of Altamaha Heritage Museum in Lyons. 

 
● Complete documentation for Downtown Lyons Historic District nomination to the 

National Register of Historic Places. 

 
● Develop a local Altamaha River Corridor Master Plan to identify and prioritize 

needed and desired facility upgrades, new facility development, and bike-

pedestrian and multi-use trail linkages with river corridor resources, nearby 

communities, and between points of interest. Any such document should be 

consistent with the local comprehensive plan, the Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC’s 

Regional and Regional Resource plans, and state planning objectives. 
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APPLING COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 
 The Altamaha River forms the entire northern boundary of Appling County, separating it 

from Toombs and Tattnall counties for a distance of 34.3 miles. There are four state-owned 

landings along its length (Deen’s, Morris, Eason’s 

Bluff, and Carter’s Bight), as well as the private, 

but publicly accessible Davis Landing, all of which 

provide access to the Georgia DNR designated 

Altamaha River Canoe Trail. The Baxley-Appling 

County Board of Tourism sponsors annual spring 

and fall canoe paddles. Additional significant 

resources located within the Altamaha River 

Corridor in Appling County include the County-

owned Falling Rocks Park/Campground (including Deen’s Landing) and a portion of Bullard’s 

Creek Wildlife Management Area (west of Deen’s Landing, with most of the acreage in adjacent 

Jeff Davis County). Along the Altamaha east of Edwin I. Hatch Nuclear Power Plant is the 

Moody Forest Natural Area, owned by The Nature Conservancy and jointly managed with the 

Georgia Department of Natural Resources. Moody Forest is the only known old-growth longleaf 

pine-black jack forest in the United States and is further recognized as one of the three most 

important old-growth longleaf pine sites in Georgia. It is also home to rare and endangered plants 

and animals. Several nature trails provide passive recreation opportunities, while managed 

hunting is allowed on the Georgia DNR-owned Moody Forest WMA. Appling County owns the 

170-acre Lake Mayers Public Recreation Area in the western part of the county near the Jeff 

Davis County line. 

 

 Appling County’s location approximately 50 miles from the Atlantic coast and its good 

transportation access via U.S. highways 1 and 341, which intersect in the county seat of Baxley, 

enhance its potential for increased nature-based tourism efforts, especially given its impressive 
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Altamaha River Corridor resources. Plans are to replace the current two-lane U.S. 1 Bridge 

across the Altamaha, which connects Appling and Toombs counties, with a new four-lane bridge 

funded with proceeds from the Transportation Investment Act or T-SPLOST which recently 

passed in the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region. There are currently no designated bike paths in 

Appling County; however, the historic Woodpecker Trail travel route (GA Highway 121) crosses 

the Altamaha leaving Tattnall County and passes through Surrency in the eastern part of the 

county on its way southward from North Carolina to Florida. 

 

Opportunities for Connectivity 

 Local 
 
  There is tremendous potential for development of multi-use trails connecting natural and 

recreation resources located within the Altamaha River Corridor in Appling County, including 

Bullard Creek WMA, Deen’s Landing, Falling 

Rocks Park, and the Moody Forest Natural Area. 

The five publicly accessible river landings in the 

county are already linked via the Altamaha River 

Canoe Trail. The annual spring and fall canoe 

paddles, sponsored by the Baxley-Appling County 

Board of Tourism, typically run between two local 

landings, such as Deen’s to Davis Landing or Davis 

to Carter’s Bight Landing. There are extensive facilities available at these landings, particularly 

at Deen’s and Carter’s Bight. Campgrounds are located adjacent to both (Falling Rocks Park at 

Deen’s Landing and the privately owned Get-A-Way Campground near Carter’s Bight). 

 

 There are no local bicycle paths currently in Appling County, but there is a need and 

potential for development of bike trails between Baxley and Altamaha River Corridor resources, 

such as Falling Rocks Park and Moody Forest Natural Area. In addition, the 2005 Heart of 

Georgia Altamaha Region bicycle/pedestrian plan recommended designation of a state bike path 

as a connector route along U.S. 1 from the intersection with U.S. 341 in Baxley, running north 

through Appling County before crossing the Altamaha and continuing on through Toombs and 
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Emanuel counties. The Appling County portion of this proposed bike route could provide the 

much needed local connectivity between Baxley and the Altamaha River Corridor and its 

important natural, cultural heritage, and recreation resources. U.S. 341/SR 27 through Appling 

County and five other Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region counties (Bleckley, Dodge, Telfair, 

Jeff Davis, and Wayne) was further recommended in the regional bike/pedestrian plan as a 

regional bicycle route. Lake Mayers Public Recreation Area is located off Buckhead Road and 

could connect to the proposed U.S. 341 regional bike route en route to Baxley or Jeff Davis 

County. 

 

 Regional and Multi-Regional 
 
 There are opportunities for both regional and multi-regional connectivity in Appling 

County with important resources within and near the Altamaha River Corridor through the 

proposed bicycle routes along U.S. 1 and U.S. 341 recommended in the previously mentioned 

2005 Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional bicycle/pedestrian plan. The proposed U.S. 1 

connector route would intersect with Georgia State Bike Route 40, the Trans-Georgia Route, in 

southern Emanuel County and could 

be extended outside the Region, north 

toward Augusta and south toward 

Waycross and the Okefenokee 

Swamp. The proposed regional route 

along U.S. 341 already traverses six 

Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region 

counties, but could also continue into 

the adjacent Coastal Georgia Region 

to the southeast and Middle Georgia 

Region to the west. Another feasible 

option for regional connectivity would be to develop a multi-use trail linking Appling County’s 

Falling Rocks Park, Deen’s Landing, Bullard Creek WMA, and possibly the Moody Forest with 

Towns Bluff Park and Heritage Center located within Bullard Creek WMA in adjacent Jeff 

Davis County. Public ownership of these resources and their proximity to each other, along with 
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the presence of some already known woods paths/trails, are factors which could help make such 

a trail a reality. 

 

 The historic Woodpecker Trail travel route (Georgia Highway 121) through the Heart of 

Georgia Altamaha Region counties of Tattnall, Candler, and Emanuel, in 

addition to Appling, also provides multi-regional connectivity with the 

Southern Georgia and Central Savannah Regions on its trek between 

North Carolina and Florida. As stated earlier, the Woodpecker Trail 

crosses the Altamaha linking Appling and Tattnall counties. The non-

profit Woodpecker Trail Association has been working for more than a 

decade to revitalize and promote the historic travel route through official state trail designation, 

signage, rack cards, and other means. 

 

 Appling County’s active participation in the multi-regional Altamaha River Partnership 

(ARP), since its organization in 1998, has helped enhance cooperation among the 11 Heart of 

Georgia Altamaha and Coastal Georgia Region counties along the river in their efforts “to 

sustain the river that sustains us” through sensitive/compatible nature-based economic 

development. Many of the upgrades to river landings in Appling County and Falling Rocks Park 

occurred, at least in part, due to ARP’s advocacy efforts. 

 

Limiting Factors 
 
 Limited funding availability for additional improvements at the Altamaha River landings 

in Appling County, as well as at Falling Rocks Park and the Moody Forest Natural Area, has 

been somewhat of an issue. While Deen’s Landing and Falling Rocks Park have a number of 

amenities to offer visitors and users, other local landings have only basic facilities. The Baxley-

Appling County Board of Tourism has been very active in promoting the Altamaha River and its 

resources for recreation and nature-based tourism through hosting semi-annual canoe paddles 

and advocating for facility upgrades, even though the Board does not focus exclusively on the 

river. The Tourism Board does, however, recognize the significance of the Altamaha and the 

opportunities its conservation and promotion offer the Appling County community in terms of 
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sustainable economic development through nature-based tourism and recreation activities, as 

well as overall quality of life. 

 

 Limited funding availability has also adversely 

impacted the development of recommended bicycle paths 

through Appling County along U.S. 1 and U.S. 341 and 

local paths between Baxley and Altamaha River resources, 

such as Falling Rocks Park and Moody Forest Natural 

Area, as well as between Lake Mayers Public Recreation 

Area and U.S. 341. The development of multi-use trails 

linking Altamaha River Corridor resources within Appling 

County, as well as the potential multi-use path joining Towns Bluff Park and Heritage 

Center/Bullard Creek WMA in Jeff Davis County with adjacent public lands along the Altamaha 

in Appling County (Bullard Creek WMA, Falling Rocks Park/Deen’s Landing, Moody Forest) 

have not been actively promoted nor funded either. 

 

Recommendations 
 

● Seek additional amenities and upgrades, as needed and funding permits, at public 

landings and Falling Rocks Park in Appling County. 

 

● Pursue development of multi-use trails linking Altamaha River Corridor resources 

within Appling County and those in adjacent Jeff Davis County. 

 

● Support continued state ownership of Bullard Creek WMA and its public use for a 

variety of recreation activities. 

 
● Continue to support The Nature Conservancy and Georgia DNR’s efforts to 

manage the Moody Forest Natural Area and promote its conservation and 

appropriate usage. 
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● Work to strengthen the Baxley-Appling County Board of Tourism in its efforts to 

attract visitors to utilize the Altamaha River and its related facilities for nature-

based recreation. 

 
● Advocate for state designation of a bicycle connector route along U.S. 1 North 

from the intersection with U.S. 341 in Baxley through Appling County to the 

Altamaha River and beyond, as well as a regional bike route along U.S. 341 and 

local bike paths linking the Altamaha and its resources with Baxley and Lake 

Mayers Public Recreation Area with U.S. 341. 

 
● Continue active participation in the multi-regional Altamaha River Partnership.  

 
● Support the multi-regional Woodpecker Trail Association’s continued efforts to 

promote usage of the historic travel route (GA Highway 121) throughout Georgia. 

 
● Prepare a local Altamaha River Corridor Master Plan to help guide and prioritize 

needed and desired upgrades to existing facilities, development of new facilities, 

and other improvements designed to enhance nature-based and heritage tourism 

and recreation activities related to the river. The plan must be consistent with the 

local comprehensive plan, the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional and Regional 

Resource plans, and state planning goals. 
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TATTNALL COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 
 The Altamaha River forms the entire southern boundary of Tattnall County, flowing for a 

distance of nearly 26 miles. The Ohoopee River joins the Altamaha near J.E. Stanfield/Big 

Hammock Landing, which is the only public landing 

on the Altamaha River in Tattnall County. The 

landing is located within the state-owned Big 

Hammock WMA, which includes 11 miles of 

pristine Altamaha riverfront, as well as the mouth of 

the Ohoopee River. Big Hammock or Phillips 

Natural Area, designated a National Natural 

Landmark by the National Park Service, is also 

located within the WMA. The 800-acre sand ridge is 

an example of a relatively rare ecosystem environment known as a dwarf oak forest of a Sandhill 

Community. It also contains a large colony of the rare Georgia plume. One of the Heart of 

Georgia Altamaha Region’s three state parks, Gordonia-Alatamaha, is located in the county seat 

of Reidsville. 

 

 Tattnall County is well known as the home of Georgia’s first state prison, constructed 

near Reidsville in the late 1930s, but it is additionally recognized as the largest producer of sweet 

onions in Georgia. Fort Stewart Military Installation, the largest U.S. Army base on the East 

Coast, occupies just over two percent of the county’s land area. U.S. Routes 280 and 301 pass 

through Tattnall County, as do two travel and tourism trails. The historic Woodpecker Trail 

follows GA Highway 121 through Cobbtown, Collins, and Reidsville and passes Big Hammock 

WMA on the Altamaha River as it leaves Tattnall County. Designated an official Georgia state 

travel trail, the Woodpecker Trail originally ran from North Carolina to Florida. The Wiregrass 

Trail was developed along GA 57 in more recent years as an alternative route to the Georgia 

coast. Tattnall is one of four counties through which it passes. 
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Opportunities for Connectivity 

 Local 
 
  The relatively close proximity of Altamaha River Corridor resources within the Big 

Hammock WMA provides opportunities for multi-use 

trail connectivity linking J.E. Stanfield Landing and 

Phillips Natural Area. There is also potential for 

connecting Stanfield Landing with Tattnall County 

Landing located close by near the mouth of the Ohoopee 

River. In addition, there is further potential for 

developing a local bike path linking Big Hammock 

WMA with the city of Glennville, located approximately 

13 miles away. The portion of this route closest to the 

Altamaha would follow the historic Woodpecker Trail (GA Highway 121) before branching off 

toward Glennville on GA Highway 144 at Tyson’s Corner or following Old GA 178 to U.S. 301 

just south of Glennville. Linkage to Reidsville and Gordonia-Alatamaha State Park off U.S. 280 

could be achieved by continuing along the Woodpecker Trail for a scenic drive by historic farms, 

farm fields, pecan groves, and picturesque rural churches and cemeteries. Another possible route 

would be current GA 178 west of GA 121/144/169 crossing the Ohoopee River and into the 

Georgia State Prison and GA 147. From there connection could be made to Reidsville and/or the 

Old River Road along the Altamaha. In addition to bike paths, there is also the possibility of  

Georgia Scenic Byway status. 

 

 Regional and Multi-Regional 
 
 Opportunities for regional and multi-regional waterway or blueway linkages exist 

between J.E. Stanfield Landing and other publicly accessible landings along the Altamaha River 

Canoe Trail within both the Heart of Georgia Altamaha and Coastal Georgia regions. The multi-

regional Altamaha River Partnership, of which Tattnall County is a member, was instrumental in 

achieving this state level canoe trail recognition through its successful advocacy for sustainable 

economic development of the entire Altamaha River Corridor, resulting in improvements to 

numerous public facilities along the way. The recommended U.S. 280 state bicycle route would 
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provide important connectivity within 

the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region 

through linking two of the Region’s 

three state parks, Gordonia-Alatamaha 

State Park, which is located off U.S. 

280 in Reidsville, with Little Ocmulgee 

State Park. Located primarily in 

Wheeler County, Little Ocmulgee’s 

entrance is along U.S. 441 (itself part of 

a proposed regional bike route), only a short distance from the intersection with U.S. 280. The 

proposed U.S. 280 state bicycle route would continue beyond the Heart of Georgia Altamaha 

Region, extending eastward into the Coastal Georgia Region and west into the River Valley 

Region. While U.S. 280 does not cross the Altamaha at any point, it does traverse its tributaries 

(Oconee and Ocmulgee) and the Ohoopee, Little Ocmulgee, Canoochee, and Alapaha rivers in 

the Region and the Flint River to the west, providing important connectivity with multiple river 

corridors in South Georgia. 

 

 In addition, the historic Woodpecker Trail (GA Highway 121) and the Wiregrass Trail 

(GA Highway 57) offer scenic alternative routes throughout Tattnall County, portions of the 

Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region, and through neighboring regions. The Woodpecker Trail 

extends southward from Tattnall County and across the Altamaha River into Appling County, as 

noted earlier, before continuing on through Pierce and other counties in the Southern Georgia 

Region into Florida. Northward from Tattnall County, the Woodpecker Trail passes through 

Metter/Candler County and a corner of Emanuel County before crossing into the Central 

Savannah Region and on through South Carolina to Charlotte, North Carolina, its historic 

beginning point. The multi-regional, not-for-profit Woodpecker Trail Association has worked 

since the mid 1990s to revitalize and promote usage of the trail, particularly for those interested 

in nature-based and heritage tourism. Developed as an interstate alternative route to the Georgia 

coast, the Wiregrass Trail follows GA Highway 57 from I-16 through Candler and Tattnall 

counties in the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region, then into the Coastal Georgia Region as it 

traverses Long County to north of Darien in McIntosh County on the coast. In Tattnall County, 
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the Wiregrass Trail follows the same route as the Woodpecker Trail until heading southeastward 

toward Glennville after leaving Reidsville. Local interest has been expressed in possible future 

Georgia Scenic Byway designation for the Wiregrass Trail. 

 

Limiting Factors 
 
 Inadequate funding availability continues to hamper implementation of needed and 

desired improvements to facilities or attractions within or near the Altamaha River Corridor in 

Tattnall County, which could potentially provide increased nature-based tourism and recreation 

revenues for the local community. Upgrades to the existing J.E. Stanfield Landing and elsewhere 

throughout Big Hammock WMA and Phillips Natural Area, as well as to Gordonia-Alatamaha 

State Park, would be important to pursue as 

funding permits. Development of multi-use 

trails linking resources within Big Hammock 

WMA with each other, as well as with Tattnall 

County Landing at the mouth of the Ohoopee 

River and the City of Glennville, would also 

need financial assistance. Designation and 

needed upgrades to the recommended bicycle 

routes in and through Tattnall County would 

require further funding from DOT and other 

possible sources. 

 

 In order for limited funding assistance to be sought for these and other projects, it would 

be helpful to have a local advocacy group focused specifically on the Altamaha, and perhaps 

jointly with the Ohoopee, in Tattnall County. The Greater Tattnall Chamber of Commerce might 

be able to provide leadership and organization for such an entity, along with the Tattnall County 

government and other interested parties. The recent success of Paddle Georgia’s stay in the 

county during its sold-out 2012 summer excursion along the Altamaha could be used as an 

impetus to pursue formal creation of a local support group to promote the river(s) for increased 

sustainable economic development. 
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Recommendations 
 

● Continue to support the state-owned Big Hammock WMA, and its Phillips Natural 

Area and J.E. Stanfield Landing, as important nature-based and recreation venues, 

and seek upgrades as needed. 

 

● Pursue development of multi-use trails connecting Altamaha River Corridor 

resources in Tattnall County with each other and those in close proximity, such as 

Big Hammock WMA, J.E. Stanfield Landing, Phillips Natural Area, Tattnall 

County Landing on the Ohoopee, and the City of Glennville. 

 

● Continue to advocate for Gordonia-Alatamaha State Park and its facilities, and 

seek improvements, as needed. 

 
● Pursue bike path connections, and possibly Georgia Scenic Byways, from Big 

Hammock WMA, the Ohoopee River, and the Old River Road, to Glennville and 

Reidsville. 

 
● Encourage designation of the recommended state bicycle route along U.S. 280 and 

needed upgrades in conjunction with such designation. 

 
● Seek bicycle trail interconnection between the Heart of Georgia Altamaha 

Region’s three state parks: Gordonia-Alatamaha (Reidsville, Tattnall County); 

Little Ocmulgee (near McRae, Wheeler and Telfair counties); and George L. Smith 

(near Twin City, Emanuel County). 

 
● Organize a local advocacy group for the Altamaha, and possibly jointly with the 

Ohoopee, to promote and protect the river(s) for increased nature-based tourism 

and recreation use, such as special events. 

 
● Continue to participate in the multi-regional Altamaha River Partnership.  

 
● Continue participation in and support for the Woodpecker Trail Association’s 

efforts to promote the historic travel route through Georgia and to work with 
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interested parties in South Carolina, North Carolina, and Florida to seek 

recognition for their portions of the trail. 

 
● Support promotion of the Wiregrass Trail as an interstate alternative for travel to 

and from the Georgia coast and pursue possible Georgia Scenic Byway 

designation. 

 
● Continue to participate in the Fort Stewart Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) Regional 

Coordinating Committee in support of compatible land uses, particularly 

agriculture/forestry and conservation, in the Army Compatible Use Buffer 

(ACUB) area near the military installation. 

 
● Develop a local Altamaha River Corridor Master Plan for Tattnall County, 

possibly in conjunction with one for the county’s Ohoopee River Corridor, to 

identify and prioritize needed and desired facility upgrades and development and 

other enhancements to encourage compatible usage of the river corridor(s) by 

visitors and locals alike. The contents of such a document must be consistent with 

the local comprehensive plan, the Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC’s Regional and 

Regional Resources plans, and state planning objectives. 
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WAYNE COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 
 Wayne County is a rural county in southeast Georgia located at the crossroads of three 

major U.S. highways (84, 301, and 341). The County’s entire northeastern boundary between 

Tattnall, Long, and McIntosh counties is formed by 

the Altamaha River for a distance of about 60 miles. 

There are five (5) publicly accessible boat landings: 

Upper Wayne, Oglethorpe Bluff (also known as Pig 

Farm to locals), Jaycee, Paradise Park (privately 

owned), and Williamsburg along the Altamaha in 

Wayne County. Jaycee Landing recently completed 

upgrades, including a new four (4) section ramp and a 180 foot dock, using Go Fish Georgia 

funds. Two of the four wildlife management areas in the county, Penholoway Swamp and 

Sansavilla, border the Altamaha River. In addition, there is a 300 foot easement along the river 

from east of U.S. 84/U.S. 301 to Penholoway Swamp WMA, which Rayonier donated to the 

State of Georgia with assistance from The Nature Conservancy. Wayne County owns and 

operates the 250-acre Lake Grace, which is located between Odum and Screven. There is also a 

privately-owned campground nearby. 

 

 Led by the extremely active Wayne County Tourism Board, the Wayne County 

community hosts a number of activities and events, many of which center around the Altamaha 

River. These include canoe/kayak paddles, fishing tournaments, bike rides, and the new wild hog 

jam. The Ride for the River Century is an annual bicycle ride which raises funds for the not-for-

profit Altamaha River Partnership (ARP), a multi-regional organization comprised of 

representatives from the 11 counties along the river, who work together to promote the Altamaha 

for nature-based tourism/recreation and related sustainable uses. Wayne County has been an 

active participant in ARP since its creation in the late 1990s. There is further potential for 

possible Georgia Scenic Byway designation of some of the same routes used for bike rides in 
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Wayne County, such as along Bethlehem and Union Church roads within or near the Altamaha 

River Corridor east of Jesup. 

 

Opportunities for Connectivity 

 Local 
 
  Wayne County had one of rural Georgia’s few designated bike paths constructed in the 

1970s. This route is a striped approximately four mile section of U.S. 84/U.S. 301 from Pine 

Street in Jesup (U.S. 341) north to the Altamaha River at Jaycee Park/Landing. It remains today 

as only one of a limited number of bike paths in the 17-county Heart of Georgia Altamaha 

Region. There are further opportunities for local linkages with Altamaha River Corridor 

resources in Wayne County connecting with existing bicycle paths from Jesup or Odum along 

U.S. 341, part of the proposed southern regional route, toward the various river landings. 

Connectivity could also be provided between the McMillan Creek Greenway, the City of Jesup’s 

intown greenway project located off U.S. 341 with Jaycee Landing via the extant U.S. 84/U.S. 

301 bike path. Wayne County’s current joint comprehensive plan supports development and 

extension of local bike paths to connect with the state and regional bicycle network and to link 

local attractions. 

 

 Multi-use trail development may be possible 

linking the state-owned Penholoway Swamp 

WMA with the adjacent Sansavilla WMA, if the 

latter were permanently protected. Currently, the 

state only leases Sansavilla, but there is potential 

for state or national park designation or other 

conservation efforts because of the site’s 

overwhelming natural and cultural resources 

significance to the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region, the State of Georgia, and the United 

States. If Sansavilla were protected in some more permanent fashion, then it may be possible to 

connect both Penholoway Swamp WMA and Sansavilla with Paradise Park upriver, and the 

Altamaha Regional Park downriver in Glynn County. 
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 Regional and Multi-Regional 
 
 The above referenced potential multi-use trail could be extended beyond Wayne County 

through linkage with the nearby Altamaha Regional Park located to the southeast in adjacent 

Glynn County (Coastal Georgia Region). The popular Altamaha Regional Park already connects 

to the planned Georgia Coast Rail Trail, and potentially to the East Coast Greenway. 

 

 The 2005 Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional Bike/Ped Plan contains specific 

recommendations for construction of 4 foot bicycle lanes along the proposed southern regional 

route parallel to U.S. 341/U.S. 23 from the Gardi community in Wayne County to Cochran 

(Bleckley County). This southern regional route would provide access to Jaycee Landing on the 

Altamaha using the existing U.S. 84/U.S. 301 bike 

path from Jesup as well as intersect with other roads 

providing access to additional Altamaha River 

landings in Wayne, Appling, and Jeff Davis counties. 

The proposed U.S. 341/U.S. 23 southern regional 

route would further cross the Ocmulgee River between 

Jeff Davis and Telfair counties within the Heart of 

Georgia Altamaha Region. The Regional bicycle plan 

also recommends adding bike lanes along GA 169 

form Jesup to the intersection with GA 121 

(Woodpecker Trail) and GA 147 in Appling County and then continuing across the Altamaha 

into Tattnall County and on to GA 178 before reaching U.S. 280 in Reidsville. This would serve 

as a connector route between U.S. 341 and U.S. 280, Heart of Georgia Altamaha’s proposed 

central regional route. 

 

 Interest has been further expressed in possible development of a multi-regional bike ride 

with Long, Glynn, and McIntosh counties, all of which are in the Coastal Georgia Region. Such 

a ride could provide multiple linkages with Altamaha River Corridor and related resources as 

there are two river crossings in these counties (between Wayne and Long and between Glynn 

and McIntosh). It could also provide an opportunity to showcase potential Georgia Scenic 

Byway route(s) in the Bethlehem and Union Church roads area and other existing bike ride 
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routes within or near the Altamaha River Corridor in Wayne County. All four of these counties 

participate in the Altamaha River Partnership to promote sustainable economic development of 

the river’s resources and those located nearby for recreation and nature-based and heritage 

related tourism. 

 

Limiting Factors 
 

 Wayne County recognizes the economic importance 

of the Altamaha River to the community as evidenced by 

the active Wayne County Tourism Board, which works hard 

to promote the area as a “sportsman’s paradise” through 

year-round events, many of which center on the river. The 

high level of energy and enthusiasm reflect the strong 

community support; however, the lack of adequate, 

available funding has delayed additional improvements 

needed and desired at some of the landings, especially those in more remote locations. 

 

Recommendations 
 

● Seek permanent protection/conservation of the currently leased Sansavilla WMA 

lands through national or state park creation or other appropriate means. 

 

● Pursue multi-use trail development linking Paradise Park, Penholoway Swamp 

WMA, Sansavilla, and Altamaha Regional Park. 

 

● Continue strong local support for the Wayne County Tourism Board and their 

efforts to attract visitors to Wayne County and promotion/utilization of the 

Altamaha River for sustainable nature-based and heritage tourism and recreation 

activities. 

 
● Work to continue making improvements, as needed, at the Altamaha River 

landings/parks/WMAs in Wayne County. 
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● Seek development of additional local bike paths linking resources with those 

in/near the Altamaha River Corridor, such as McMillan Creek Greenway and 

Jaycee Landing/Park. 

 
● Pursue state designation and needed upgrades to recommended southern regional 

bike route along U.S. 341/U.S. 23 from Gardi in Wayne County to Cochran, 

Bleckley County and proposed connector route along GA 169 from U.S. 341 in 

Jesup to GA 121/GA 144/GA 178 to U.S. 280 in Reidsville linking U.S. 341 and 

U.S. 280, the region’s planned central route. 

 
● Seek possible Georgia Scenic Byway designation for the Bethlehem and Union 

Church roads area and other existing bike ride routes in or near the Altamaha River 

Corridor. 

 
● Continue to hold the annual Ride for the River Century bicycle ride as a fundraiser 

for the Altamaha River Partnership. 

 
● Investigate coordinating a multi-regional bike ride with Long, Glynn, and 

McIntosh counties in the Coastal Region, and implement if feasible. 

 
● Continue active participation in the multi-regional Altamaha River Partnership. 

 
● Prepare a local Wayne County Master Plan for the Altamaha River Corridor which 

specifies and prioritizes needed and desired enhancements at existing facilities, 

development of new facilities, and other improvements to attract increased 

sustainable usage and generate more economic benefit for the local community. 

Any such document should be consistent with the local comprehensive plan and 

the Regional and Regional Resources plans, as well as support state planning 

objectives.  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The two Heart of Georgia Altamaha counties profiled in the following 
section both adjoin the Ohoopee River. They are: Emanuel and Tattnall 
counties. 
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EMANUEL COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 
 The Ohoopee River forms the southwest boundary of Emanuel County before passing 

through the southeastern section of the county, 

crossing I-16, and passing through the annexed 

northern portion of the city of Oak Park. On its 

trek from Washington County, just south of 

Tennille, the Ohoopee River flows generally 

southeasterly for a distance of about 100 miles, 

reaching the Altamaha River approximately 13 

miles south of Reidsville in Tattnall County. The 

Little Ohoopee River, which is about 54 miles in length, converges with the Ohoopee in 

Emanuel County. It is located around 11 miles from the county seat of Swainsboro near the 

Covena community. The Ogeechee River is the northern border of the county. 

 

 In addition to its rivers, Emanuel County is home to an outstanding collection of natural 

resources and nature-based tourism attractions, including the Ohoopee Dunes Natural Area, 

Camp E. F. Boyd National Natural Landmark, and George L. Smith State Park. The Ohoopee 

Dunes Natural Area is regarded as “one of Georgia’s most significant natural communities and 

floristic areas.” The natural area consists of three tracts in southwestern Emanuel County, which 

the Georgia Department of Natural Resources owns and manages. The Nature Conservancy 

owns an adjacent tract (formerly called Camp E. F. Boyd) that it manages in collaboration with 

Georgia DNR, while the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service owns another nearby tract downstream 

near Covena. The total acreage of these five conservation tracts along the eastern boundary of the 

upper Little Ohoopee River is almost 3,000 acres; however, the entire riverine sandhill 

formation, known as the Ohoopee River dunes system, extends for more than 65 miles along 

both the Little Ohoopee and Ohoopee rivers from northwest of Swainsboro to the Altamaha, 

consisting of roughly 22,000 acres. Some of the rare and endangered plant and animal species 
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that live on these sandhills are the few-flower gayfeather, sandhill milk vetch, sandhill rosemary, 

eastern indigo snake, and gopher tortoise. Public access is available to the conservation lands for 

recreation (hunting, fishing, hiking, and wildlife observation), environmental education, and 

scientific research.  

 

 One of only 10 Georgia listed National Natural Landmarks and two in the Heart of 

Georgia Altamaha Region, Camp E. F. Boyd Natural Area was originally a Boy Scout camp, but 

has been owned by The Nature Conservancy since 1991. It is one of the five conservation tracts 

of the Ohoopee Dunes, which Georgia DNR, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, and The Nature 

Conservancy jointly manage. A xeric sandridge ecosystem, the Boyd Natural Area was 

recognized as a state natural area in 1972 and as a National Natural Landmark four years later in 

1976. 

 

 George L. Smith State Park is located on 

Fifteen Mile Creek near Twin City. The 1,600+ 

acre park and the 412-acre Parrish Pond Lake 

feature numerous amenities, including nature 

trails and campgrounds, as well as the historic 

restored 1880 Parrish grist mill on the lake. It 

became a state park in 1980 with help from 

Emanuel County native and former Georgia 

Speaker of the House, George L. Smith. 

 

Opportunities for Connectivity 

  
  There are opportunities for linkages with the Ohoopee and Little Ohoopee River 

Corridors on the local, regional, and multi-regional levels. Georgia DNR is currently working 

toward developing a 2.5 mile canoe/kayak water trail along the Little Ohoopee between Hall’s 

Bridge Road and U.S. 80 (from west of Swainsboro to near Norristown). Federal Recreational 

Trail funds are assisting with the initial project effort to develop a small boat access for 

canoes/kayaks/jon boats at the Hall’s Bridge Road crossing of the Little Ohoopee River to 
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upgrade an existing put-in spot. A small concrete ramp and hand launch facility are being 

constructed, while the existing parking area will be surfaced with gravel and accessible via a dirt 

road. The work is expected to be completed by Spring, 2013. Georgia DNR is interested in 

developing additional access points along the Ohoopee/Little Ohoopee River system in the 

future, such as upstream from Hall’s Bridge at the U.S. 80 access to the Little Ohoopee, as 

funding permits. Other potential sites for access to the Little Ohoopee in Emanuel County 

include river crossings at GA Highway 56 and 297 and U.S. 1. Further desired improvements 

include development of a 1.8 mile interpretive loop trail on the northernmost Ohoopee Dunes 

Natural Area tract, known as the McLeod Bridge Tract. Although the interpretive trail will not 

physically connect with the Hall’s Bridge 

Road Little Ohoopee access site, it will 

provide visitors with opportunities to hike, 

bird-watch, botanize, and the like while 

viewing the river floodplain, an important 

isolated wetland site, and upland sandhill 

habitats. An interpretive kiosk and brochures 

will also be available. The 

Swainsboro/Emanuel County Chamber of 

Commerce and Georgia DOT are assisting 

Georgia DNR with the project, which is 

intended to promote improved recreation and 

environmental education opportunities. The long-term, ultimate goal is to support 

environmentally sensitive development south along the Ohoopee River to the Altamaha and then 

onto the Georgia coast at Darien in McIntosh County. Both the Ohoopee and Little Ohoopee 

rivers were listed as regionally important resources in the recently completed Regional Resource 

Plan of the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional Commission. 

 

  There are further opportunities for connectivity using bike paths. Interest has recently 

been expressed in promoting linking George L. Smith State Park with the nearby historic 

community of Twin City, much of which is expected to be listed in the National Register of 

Historic Places as a historic district in the near future. The Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional 
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Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan recommended in 2005 that the Region’s three state parks (Little 

Ocmulgee near McRae in Telfair, but mostly in Wheeler 

County; Gordonia-Alatamaha in Reidsville, Tattnall 

County; and George L. Smith) be connected via bicycle 

routes. Several proposed bike routes run through Emanuel 

County, including the U.S. 80 regional route, which would 

directly connect with the planned U.S. 80 access to the 

Little Ohoopee River. Recommended regional routes 

branch off U.S. 80 heading south along GA Hwy. 23 into 

Candler County, while GA Hwy. 192, then GA Hwy. 

57/GA Hwy. 121 continues farther south through Tattnall 

County, where GA Hwy. 121 passes in close proximity to 

the Ohoopee River. It then crosses the Altamaha and 

passes through a small portion of Appling before entering 

Wayne County, where it intersects with another proposed 

regional bike route along U.S. 341. The Region’s only state designated bike route, Georgia State 

Route 40 (Trans-Georgia Route) crosses the recommended U.S. 1 connector in southern 

Emanuel County. 

 

Limiting Factors 
 
 While the Ohoopee and Little Ohoopee have been described as pristine, slow-moving 

blackwater rivers overhanging with moss-draped cypress and hardwoods, there are a large 

number of snags or deadfalls which present obstacles for through paddlers. The problem appears 

to have been made worse by logging practices on the west side of the rivers. The Ohoopee and 

Little Ohoopee rivers have seasonally fluctuating water flows, which can sometimes hamper 

passage in the drier months. Paddle Georgia originally offered a side excursion up the Ohoopee 

in Tattnall County during its summer 2012 canoe/kayak trip down the Altamaha, but it had to be 

cancelled due to dry conditions. 

 

 Other limiting factors with regard to the Ohoopee and Little Ohoopee rivers are the 

limited availability of funds to implement fully the plans for the Little Ohoopee Canoe Trail and 
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other landing developments or improvements, to develop local bike paths and recommended 

regional and connector routes linked with other regions, and for additional needed, desired 

improvements to 

encourage increased 

nature-based and heritage 

tourism and recreation 

activities. There is also no 

local advocacy group on 

behalf of the rivers in 

Emanuel County, or any 

regional or multi-county 

group either. Given DNR’s 

extensive involvement in 

the canoe trail project, with 

assistance from the Swainsboro-Emanuel Chamber of Commerce and Georgia DOT, these 

agencies may be able to help spearhead such an effort. Another option might be for development 

of a subcommittee or similar group within the Altamaha River Partnership, which would focus 

on the Ohoopee and Little Ohoopee rivers.  

 

Recommendations 
 

● Prepare a Master Plan for sustainable development of the Ohoopee and Little 

Ohoopee rivers in Emanuel County. 

 

● Complete development of the Little Ohoopee Canoe Trail and related 

facilities/amenities in Emanuel County, and pursue possible extension down the 

Ohoopee to the Altamaha and to the Georgia coast. 

 

● Obtain funding to develop the planned McLeod Bridge Tract interpretive loop 

trail. 

 

Photo: Kathryn Rachels Fowler, A.K.A. Calico
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● Support The Nature Conservancy’s efforts to acquire additional Ohoopee Dunes 

acreage to provide increased conservation for this significant natural resource. 

 
● Develop a local Friends of the Ohoopee/Little Ohoopee or similar local advocacy 

and support group. 

 
● Participate in the multi-regional Altamaha River Partnership (ARP), and seek to 

develop a subcommittee or similar group of counties within ARP which focuses 

specifically on the Ohoopee and Little Ohoopee rivers, or otherwise establish a 

multi-county advocacy group. 

 
● Continue to support and advocate on behalf of George L. Smith State Park and its 

facilities in Emanuel County near Twin City, and seek improvements, as needed. 

 
● Pursue state designation of proposed regional bicycle routes along U.S. 80, GA 

Highways 192 and 23, and the U.S. 1 connector route as recommended in the 2005 

Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan. 

 
● Seek bicycle trail interconnection between the Region’s three state parks: George 

L. Smith in Emanuel County; Little Ocmulgee near McRae in Wheeler and Telfair 

counties; and Gordonia-Alatamaha in Reidsville, Tattnall County. 

 
● Develop local bike paths linking George L. Smith State Park with the Twin City 

Historic District, which is currently pending listing in the National Register of 

Historic Places, and others connecting nature-based and heritage tourism and 

recreation resources in Emanuel County. 

 
● Continue to participate in the multi-regional Woodpecker Trail Association in 

support of nature-based and heritage tourism along the historic travel route 

(Georgia Highway 121) in Georgia, and seek to expand through South Carolina 

and into North Carolina and Florida. 

 
● Seek opportunities for development of multi-use trails linking resources within and 

near the Ohoopee and Little Ohoopee River corridors.  
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TATTNALL COUNTY 
 
 

COMMUNITY ANALYSIS 

Existing Conditions 
 
 The Ohoopee River forms the boundary between Tattnall and Toombs counties for a 

distance of about 15 miles before then winding through the southwestern portion of Tattnall for 

another 30 miles or so, crossing through the 

Georgia State Prison, to where it joins the 

Altamaha at the county’s southern border. Jones, 

Joy Bluff, State Prison, and Tattnall County 

landings are the four publicly accessible landings 

on the Ohoopee in the county. Each has only 

basic facilities. U.S. 280, GA 147, and GA 178 

each cross the river at separate locations in 

Tattnall County. While there have been several 

proposed large scale residential development 

projects near the Ohoopee in Tattnall County in recent years, the economic downturn and/or lack 

of available public infrastructure have prevented the projects from moving forward. For more 

information on Tattnall County in general, see “Existing Conditions” within the Tattnall County 

narrative in the Altamaha River section of this study. 

 

Opportunities for Connectivity 

 Local 
 
  There are opportunities to link Tattnall County Landing, located near the mouth of the 

Ohoopee River, with J.S. Stanfield/Big Hammock Landing, located a short distance away on the 

Altamaha and within the Big Hammock WMA. These landings can easily be linked via a water 

trail and possibly with a multi-use trail in or adjacent to the rivers’ corridors given their close 

proximity to one another. Further multi-use trail potential exists through connectivity with 

additional resources within Big Hammock WMA, including the Phillips Natural Area. The 
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Ohoopee’s four publicly accessible river landings in Tattnall County also lend themselves to 

water trail linkage, especially the three northernmost (Jones, Joy Bluff, and State Prison) due to 

the relatively short paddling distance between them, while Tattnall County Landing is located 

considerably farther downstream. There are possibilities for local bike paths linked from these 

Ohoopee River Corridor resources to the Regional bike plan recommended U.S. 280 state 

bicycle route, which passes by Gordonia-Alatamaha State Park in Reidsville and crosses the 

Ohoopee to the west between Jones and Joy Bluff landings. Local bike paths could connect 

Glennville and Reidsville and other Tattnall 

municipalities, the Ohoopee and the Altamaha, and 

from elsewhere to the Altamaha.  
 

 Regional and Multi-Regional 
 
 Opportunities exist for regional and multi-

regional connectivity between Tattnall County’s 

Ohoopee River Corridor resources and those along 

the Altamaha River Canoe Trail, which borders 11 

different counties within the Heart of Georgia Altamaha and Coastal Georgia Regions. 

Representatives from these same counties, including Tattnall, combine to comprise the core of 

the Altamaha River Partnership (ARP), which also has members from state agencies, not-for-

profit organizations, outfitters and related support businesses, and private individuals. Since its 

organization in 1998, ARP has been a strong, successful advocate for sustainable usage of the 

river for both conservation and economic benefits. The Ohoopee River Corridor to the Altamaha 

is already popular with paddlers. Paddle Georgia initially offered an optional side excursion up 

the Ohoopee during its Summer 2012 canoe/kayak trip down the Altamaha, but it was cancelled 

due to low water levels. 

 

 The Nature Conservancy is also seeking to expand its current Ohoopee Dunes holdings, 

which are located along the Little Ohoopee in adjacent Emanuel County, to include acreage in 

Tattnall County along the Ohoopee River. The Georgia Department of Natural Resources is also 

developing an upgraded canoe/kayak/jon boat launch at Hall’s Bridge Landing and a formal 2.5 

mile canoe trail from U.S. 80 to there along the Little Ohoopee River. Acquisition of additional 
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Ohoopee Dunes acreage would help to protect and conserve more of this extremely significant 

and extensive riverine sandhill formation, which encompasses some 22,000 acres from northwest 

of Swainsboro in Emanuel County to the Altamaha River in Tattnall County. Such expansion of 

the Ohoopee Dunes Natural Area and development of improved launch areas makes 

development of further landings and trails along the Ohoopee River above Tattnall County more 

feasible and appropriate. 

 

 Further regional and multi-regional linkages could be achieved through designation and 

development of the recommended U.S. 280 state bicycle route, which would pass through 

Reidsville and by Gordonia-Alatamaha State Park, as well as cross both the multi-regional 

historic Woodpecker Trail (GA Highway 121) travel route and the Wiregrass Trail (GA 

Highway 57), a scenic alternate route to 

the Georgia coast. West of Reidsville, 

U.S. 280 crosses the Ohoopee River 

between Jones and Joy Bluff landings 

on its way into Toombs County and 

across the state to Columbus. Along the 

way, it crosses both the Oconee and 

Ocmulgee rivers (also subjects of this 

study) in addition to the Little 

Ocmulgee (near the state park bearing 

its name) and Alapaha rivers, also in the 

Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region, before crossing the Flint River between Crisp and Sumter 

counties. East of Tattnall County, U.S. 280 passes through Evans County and over the 

Canoochee River at the Region’s edge en route to neighboring Bryan County in the Coastal 

Georgia Region. The Heart of Georgia Regional Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan further recommends 

linking the Region’s three state parks (Gordonia-Alatamaha, George L. Smith in Emanuel 

County, and Little Ocmulgee in Wheeler and Telfair counties) by bicycle paths. 

  



Multi-Region River Corridor Feasibility Study Phase II – Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC 
 

98 
 

Limiting Factors 
 
 Tattnall County has expressed interest in and support for providing more facilities and 

services to upgrade its existing Ohoopee River landings in the future, as available funding 

permits, if the problem of recurrent vandalism at the remote landings is addressed. 

 

 There is no local group, at present, which advocates on behalf of the Ohoopee in Tattnall 

County. Organization of such a group, possibly in conjunction with the Greater Tattnall Chamber 

of Commerce and Tattnall County, could work to help prevent vandalism through increased 

landing usage for special events and activities, public education, increased monitoring patrols, 

video cameras or remote surveillance, and/or other means. Of course, even with dedicated 

volunteers, funding is needed to purchase materials and equipment (that are not donated) to 

undertake such activities, much less to upgrade 

existing facilities and/or provide additional 

amenities to attract more users. Another option 

might be to create a subcommittee or similar 

group within the Altamaha River Partnership 

comprised of counties with interests in the 

Ohoopee and Little Ohoopee rivers. 

 

Recommendations 
 

● Seek ways to end vandalism at the existing Ohoopee River landings in Tattnall 

County, such as increased patrols and video monitoring, and implement. 

 

● Continue to participate in the multi-regional Altamaha River Partnership and 

Woodpecker Trail Association in support of nature-based and heritage tourism. 

 

● Organize a local support group to advocate on behalf of the Ohoopee River and the 

Altamaha River and improved landings/amenities within Tattnall County. 
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● Form a subcommittee or similar group within the Altamaha River Partnership to 

focus on multi-county efforts along the Ohoopee and Little Ohoopee rivers to 

encourage increased nature-based tourism and recreation, including promoting 

canoe/kayak use; conservation; and facilities upgrades. 

 

● Pursue improving existing Ohoopee River landings in Tattnall County through 

upgrading facilities and adding amenities, as needed and funding permits. 

 
● Develop a local Ohoopee River Corridor Master Plan for Tattnall County, possibly 

in conjunction with one for the county’s Altamaha River Corridor, which identifies 

and prioritizes needed and desired upgrades to extant facilities and further 

development. This document should be consistent with the goals, objectives, and 

policies expressed in the local comprehensive plan, as well as with the Heart of 

Georgia Altamaha RC’s Regional and Regional Resource plans and state planning 

objectives. 

 
● Pursue development of multi-use trails linking Ohoopee River Corridor resources 

in Tattnall County with each other and others within reasonable proximity, such as 

connecting Tattnall County Landing with natural and recreation attractions in Big 

Hammock WMA on the Altamaha. 

 
● Support The Nature Conservancy’s efforts to acquire additional Ohoopee Dunes 

acreage in Emanuel and Tattnall counties to provide increased protection and 

conservation for this significant natural resource. 

 
● Continue to support and advocate on behalf of Gordonia-Alatamaha State Park and 

its facilities in Reidsville, and seek improvements, as needed. 

 
● Pursue designation of a state bicycle route along U.S. 280 throughout Georgia, 

including needed and appropriate upgrades. 

 
● Seek bicycle trail interconnection between the Heart of Georgia Altamaha 

Region’s three state parks: Gordonia-Alatamaha (Reidsville, Tattnall County); 
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Little Ocmulgee (near McRae, Wheeler and Telfair counties); and George L. Smith 

(near Twin City, Emanuel County). 

 
 
● Promote the Wiregrass Trail as a scenic interstate alternative for travel to and from 

the Georgia coast, and pursue possible Georgia Scenic Byway designation. 

 
● Continue to participate in the Fort Stewart Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) Regional 

Coordinating Committee in support of compatible land uses, particularly 

agriculture/forestry and conservation, in the Army Compatible Use Buffer 

(ACUB) area near the military installation in Tattnall County. 

 
  



Multi-Region River Corridor Feasibility Study Phase II – Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC 
 

101 
 

REGIONAL ANALYSIS 
 

 
 
Overview 
 
 There is no question that the Altamaha River System, including the Altamaha River and 

its main tributaries: the Ocmulgee, Oconee, and Ohoopee rivers, are important to the Heart of 

Georgia Altamaha Region, the State of Georgia, and beyond. The Altamaha River System 

possesses unique natural resources of global import, important cultural resources of seminal 

significance to the history and development of Georgia and the English settlement of the United 

States, and outstanding natural scenic beauty of unspoiled wild lands. The Altamaha River 

System has special significance and unrealized contributions to the scenic, recreation, social, 

historic, natural, and economic character of the Heart of Georgia 

Altamaha Region and beyond. It provides truly unique character 

and sense of place definition to the Region. The Heart of 

Georgia Altamaha Regional Commission has identified the 

Altamaha River System’s river corridors and its related green 

infrastructure network as principal regionally important 

resources in its recently prepared Regional Resource Plan. The 

Nature Conservancy has identified the Altamaha River as one of 

the 75 “last great places” on Earth, and is actively working on 

its preservation. The Nature Conservancy’s new conservation 

campaign in Georgia, “g4g: Georgia for Generations,” 

specifically targets the Altamaha River and its tributaries as one of five “priority conservation 

areas” within the state. The Altamaha River priority conservation area is the largest of the five. 

 

 Phase I of this “Multi-Region River Corridor Feasibility Study” noted that although there 

was much significance associated with the Altamaha River System’s river corridors, and strong 

interest for their conservation and increased recreational, economic, and tourism uses, the river 

corridors were currently underutilized, not properly protected, and lacking recreational facilities, 

well-developed access, and promotion. There is much unrealized potential to increase multi-use 
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trails, improve recreational access, and create increased nature-based tourism and recreational 

usage, while enhancing both natural conservation and economic development. 

 

 The principal emphasis of this Phase II of the Multi-

Region River Corridor Feasibility Study is to detail the 

opportunities, benefits, and possible impacts of increasing 

linkage, connectivity, facilities, and usage of the Altamaha, 

Ocmulgee, Oconee, and Ohoopee river corridors. These 

opportunities are examined in a large scale, regional approach 

which will encourage increased and improved multi-use trails, 

greenways, conservation areas, and recreational facilities and 

access, while enhancing both natural and cultural resource 

protection and human and economic utilization of these 

important river corridors. 

 

Preliminary Findings 
 
 Phase I documented that facilities and access to the Altamaha, Ocmulgee, Oconee, and 

Ohoopee river corridors are currently limited to primarily boat landings and wildlife 

management areas, often remotely located, and often with poor road access and few recreational 

facilities beyond a boat ramp. There are few existing formal hiking or other trails associated with 

the river corridors, and those that exist have limited connections. However, discussions with 

stakeholders, both local government and private, and general analysis showed tremendous 

opportunities to increase recreational facilities, enhance and promote connectivity, and to further 

coordinate efforts for increased compatible economic development utilization. This was true on 

all levels, including local, regional, and multi-regional. Current activity levels varied by local 

government, especially by size and whether they had a “tourist” sensitive organization such as a 

chamber of commerce, tourism board, or visitors bureau, but most seemed genuinely interested 

in enhanced recreational and economic utilization of the river corridors. It was also obvious that 

the best current facilities and efforts of economic utilization of the river corridors were in those 

counties directly bordering the Altamaha River. This is believed to result from the 1998 

formation of the Altamaha River Partnership, and its active coalition of local, regional, state, and 

Source:  The Nature Conservancy, Georgia for 
Generations Campaign.  
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private interest representatives. The Altamaha River 

Partnership has exerted successful collective efforts to 

promote better recreational facilities, nature-based 

tourism, and associated economic development 

opportunities within the 11 counties bordering the 

Altamaha River. The motto of the Altamaha River 

Partnership is “Sustaining the River that Sustains Us.” This motto encompasses and succinctly 

states the twin goals of enhanced protection and increased recreational/economic 

development/tourism utilization. 

 

Economic Opportunities  
 
 According to georgia.gov, tourism is already big business in and for Georgia. The 

Georgia tourism industry provides over 10 percent of payroll employment, supports over 

390,000 jobs, and has a total economic impact of over $45 billion. In 2010, according to the U.S. 

Travel Association’s 2010 Travel Economic Impact report prepared for the Georgia Department 

of Economic Development (GDEcD), domestic travel in Georgia generated almost $19 billion in 

expenditures, provided $6.8 billion in payroll, employed almost 212,000 persons, and provided 

over $855 million in state tax revenue, and almost $567 million in local tax revenue. Governor 

Deal noted that tourism accounts for over 12 percent of State revenue at his 2011 conference on 

Tourism. Georgia.gov notes that each household in Georgia would have to be taxed an additional 

$706 per year to replace the tourism tax revenue currently received by state and local 

governments. 

 

 Even with the rudimentary status of tourism in the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region, 

the same U.S. Travel Association’s 2010 Report shows surprising current tourism impact within 

the Region. In 2010, domestic tourism generated over $269 million in expenditures, provided 

payroll of almost $51 million, employed over 2,800 persons, and generated $9.8 million and 

about $8 million in state and local tax revenues, respectively, within the Heart of Georgia 

Altamaha Region. Somewhat surprisingly, a Longwoods Travel USA 2010 report for the 

GDEcD on regional visitors showed that the Magnolia Midlands Travel Region (of which most 

Heart of Georgia Altamaha counties are part) trailed only the Georgia Coast and Metro Atlanta 
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in overnight travel. There is obviously much potential for increased tourism, and resulting huge 

economic impact, in the Region. 

 

 Careful analysis of current trends in outdoor recreation and tourism show that nature-

based tourism, for which the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region’s river corridors are best suited, 

is fast growing. A 2011 Literature Review and Case Study of Recreation/Nature-Based Tourism 

in Rural Areas by the Franklin Regional Council of Governments in Massachusetts found that 

while outright demand for active outdoor recreation activities was relatively stagnant, tourists 

were increasingly looking for broader experiences combining outdoor recreation, cultural 

opportunities, and quality support with beautiful scenery. (The Altamaha River System is well 

suited under that definition!) 

 

 A Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife recent report relates that nature-based 

tourism is the fastest growing segment of the travel industry, and that wildlife viewing is now the 

number one outdoor activity in the U.S. The Washington report further indicated that wildlife 

watching created more than 21,000 jobs in that state, and created an economic boost nearly 

double that of its biggest and best known agricultural commodity, apples. Washington wildlife 

viewing, it was noted by the report, occurs primarily in rural areas in proximity to public lands. It 

was also noted that rural economies experience greater economic impact from the “ripple effect” 

of dollars spent in their communities than do urban areas. A new University of Florida study 

showed that, despite Disney World and other attractions, nature-based tourism was the fastest 

growing sector of Florida’s huge tourism industry in the 

1990s, and likely still may be. The Washington report also 

noted that promotion of wildlife viewing was one of few 

opportunities that offered such a large payback for such a 

small investment. 

 

 Trails themselves can generate much tourism. 

Americantrails.org notes that the bicycle industry in the 

U.S. was estimated to support 1.1 million jobs, generate almost $118 billion in federal, state, and 

local taxes, and contribute $133 billion annually to the U.S. economy in 2006. The West Orange, 
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Little Econ, and Cady Way trails in Orange County, Florida supported 516 jobs and created an 

estimated economic impact of almost $43 million in 2010. In 2009, Minnesota estimated almost 

$2.4 billion in statewide trail spending which contributed over $1.5 billion to its gross state 

product, supported 31,000 jobs with $864 million in payroll, and generated taxes and fees of 

$206 million. 

 

 There is also evidence that improvements in nature-based tourism can provide more 

general economic benefit. A 2005 USDA Economic Research Service study found that non-

metropolitan counties with mature recreation tourism industries had more population and 

employment growth than other non-metro, non-recreation counties. The 2011 Franklin, MA 

Regional Council of Governments study previously mentioned noted research that stated, “The 

community qualities which attract nature-based tourists, such as pristine environments, outdoor 

recreation, cultural opportunities, cleanliness, friendliness, and community pride, are the same 

qualities which will impress other industries and retirees in their location decisions.” 

 

 There has been only limited study of river corridors within the Heart of Georgia 

Altamaha Region and their potential for tourism. As the Altamaha River Partnership was getting 

organized in the late 1990s, the group asked the Georgia Tech 

Economic Development Institute to research the possibilities 

for tourism along the Altamaha River. The resulting study 

was the June 2000 report, “Gently Down the Stream: The 

Potential for Nature-Based Tourism on the Altamaha River 

System.” The study concluded that indeed there was potential, 

and that nature-based tourism offered the best possibilities, 

but that considerable work and cooperation would be 

necessary for success. The study noted that issues included 

lack of guide services, lack of organized river excursions, lack 

of gasoline services along the river, and lack of both river 

facilities and other traditional tourism infrastructure. The study concluded that the Altamaha 

could become “one of Georgia’s leading wilderness experiences,” but that “successfully 

developing a river-based tourism industry is too large a task for one or a few counties.” As noted 
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before, the cooperation and coordination exhibited by the Altamaha River Partnership since its 

founding has resulted in improved river facilities and more recreation and tourism events in 

counties along the Altamaha River, than in its Ocmulgee and Oconee river counterparts within 

the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region. 

 

 There is no question that the Altamaha River System’s river corridors are the perfect 

vehicle and stage for nature-based tourism, almost without parallel, due to its outstanding and 

relatively unspoiled natural beauty, and its natural and cultural resources of global import. Such 

tourism is what people currently desire as well. The Region is in unique position to capitalize. 

 

Issues and Needs 
 
 The issues of lack of facilities and need for cooperation identified in the 2000 Georgia 

Tech Study of tourism potential on the Altamaha River System were also identified as issues in 

Phase I of this Feasibility Study. Other concerns voiced by stakeholders in the Phase I study 

were vandalism of facilities at the remote boat landings, low water levels and flows (particularly 

during the summer), the desire to avoid environmental degradation and to maintain more pristine 

conditions, and to some extent natural navigation hazards, such as snags. It is not without some 

irony in that increased trail and other recreational facility development, and then resulting 

increased usage and visitation of the river corridors, may positively impact and mitigate most of 

these concerns. 

 

 As noted earlier, tourists increasingly want to visit places with outstanding scenic quality 

and unique natural characteristics. It has also been 

noted that they further care about preservation of this 

natural beauty and uniqueness, and want to help 

contribute to its continuation and protection. Thus, 

conservation efforts and recreational usage can be 

mutually beneficial, especially with proper 

anticipation and planning. Focus on improving and 

protecting the characteristics of a community or 
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region which make it distinctive and attractive from the norm can improve the quality and sense 

of place and attract even more visitors and provide additional benefits to residents. As noted in 

the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional Commission’s Regional Resource Plan, the Altamaha 

River System’s river corridors are very important regionally important resources. The river 

corridors are most certainly unique and offer much special sense of place, which many would 

want to learn about and experience. The Region’s river corridors are the focus of many public 

and private efforts toward conservation and protection, not the least of which is The Nature 

Conservancy. Such protection efforts provide much cultural resource as well as natural resource 

conservation benefits, as well as a platform for recreational, social, and economic benefit. 

Increased human visitation and usage within the river corridors, whether for trails, wildlife 

viewing, or other activity can increase knowledge and support of these areas and their protection. 

The natural areas provide important exercise, health, spiritual, educational, and other benefit 

while gaining a broader audience of supporters and proponents for their continuation and 

ecological protection. Additionally, increased usage brings more eyes that dampens opportunities 

for vandalism and provides more public support for increased patrol and necessary maintenance. 

It is only natural as more people begin to enjoy and utilize the river corridors, they care more 

about them, and become advocates for their protection and continuation. 

 

 Such increased usage can certainly address 

vandalism and public support for protection, and could 

also bring attention to other issues, such as snags or low 

flows. The 2000 Georgia Tech Altamaha tourism study 

noted that vandalism could be addressed through resident 

managers, if usage warranted; enhanced sheriff or DNR 

patrols; and the eyes and advocacy of more guide 

services/outfitters. Of course, today technology also 

allows for the possibilities of security cameras and 

remote monitoring. 

 

 The cooperation and coordination brought about because of the Altamaha River 

Partnership has confirmed the benefit of enhanced monitoring and less chance for vandalism 
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with increased usage. Towns Bluff Landing in Jeff Davis has benefitted greatly from increased 

facility development, more usage, people being there most times, increased public and private 

patrol, and creation of its own support group, Friends of Towns Bluff. Wayne County landings 

along the Altamaha River have also benefitted from increased local tourism emphasis on river 

usage and events, such as fishing tournaments. Such usage has only broadened support and 

attention beyond the Altamaha Riverkeeper for low flows and other environmental issues. 

Remember the Altamaha River Partnership motto, “Sustaining the River that Sustains Us.” The 

increased support from more usage and organizational cooperation is also a better vehicle for 

addressing and bringing more attention to other environmental issues. 

 

 Outrage and collective efforts have caused massive publicity and public policy attention 

to fish kills and the general health of the river on 

the nearby Ogeechee River during 2011-2012. It 

is interesting to note that the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers built special boats, called snagboats, 

and regularly conducted snag removals in the 

Altamaha, Ocmulgee, and Oconee rivers within 

the Region during the late 1800s and the 

steamship heyday. The principal hazard to 

steamboat navigation was apparently damage or 

sinking from submerged timber snags. Usage and attention resulted in political clamor and real 

action. 

 

Connectivity and Linkage Opportunities 
 
 As identified in the preliminary findings, there are few existing formal linkages in the 

Altamaha River System river corridors, especially trails. However, there are existing and 

expanding opportunities for better connectivity through development of multi-use trails, 

greenways, blueways, bike trails, and other avenues. Most of the Region’s wildlife management 

areas, as well as already preserved natural areas, lie within the river corridors. These preserved 

areas are also likely to continue to expand, both in numbers and connectivity. The Altamaha 

River System’s river corridors and their green infrastructure network throughout the Region have 
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been identified by the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional Commission as principal regionally 

important resources, and are also a priority conservation focus of both public and private 

agencies. The Nature Conservancy has a stated goal of creation of a continuously connected 

corridor of protected lands along the Altamaha River. This organization’s new conservation 

campaign, g4g (Georgia for Generations), has identified the entire Region’s Altamaha River 

System as one of five priority conservation areas within the state. A stated more detailed yearly 

goal of this campaign is to add 6,000 additional acres of protected lands along the Altamaha 

River, and 3,000 acres of additional protected lands at Broxton Rocks (along the Ocmulgee River 

in Jeff Davis/Coffee counties). The protection of additional Region river corridor lands both 

furthers conservation and allows new opportunities for enhanced outdoor recreation and new trail 

possibilities. It opens up more possibilities for new connections and linkages. As noted earlier, 

increased visitors and enhanced public usage can provide a broader audience and greater 

numbers of proponents for further conservation, while also opening up possibilities for additional 

recreational facilities and enhanced economic and tourism avenues. 

 

 As is, existing wildlife management areas offer current possibilities for multi-use trails 

and linear land connectivity along Region river corridors at least in Appling/Jeff Davis, Laurens, 

and Wayne counties. Towns Bluff Park/Landing and the Bullard Creek Wildlife Management 

Area (WMA) in which it lies have excellent 

potential for connecting multi-use trails from 

Towns Bluff in Jeff Davis County to Falling Rocks 

Park in Appling County. The existing public land 

ownership and extant old woods paths provide the 

opportunity. This is even more appropriate because 

of existing campgrounds and other facilities 

already available at both parks. Within Laurens 

County, the Dublin Riverwalk is already being 

planned for extension, but the T-SPLOST funded 

new Blackshear Ferry Oconee River Bridge crossing and the Beaverdam WMA offer additional 

possibilities for extension, connection, and trail development. By connecting to Beaverdam 

WMA, connection could also be accomplished to the new Balls Ferry State Park just across the 
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Wilkinson County line. Balls Ferry State Park is the current terminus of the planned Oconee 

River Greenway from Milledgeville, thus offering potential for even greater multi-region 

connection. The Penholoway Swamp WMA in Wayne County is state-owned and is adjacent to 

Sansavilla WMA. Sansavilla is an area of overwhelming cultural and natural resources import to 

the Region, state, and nation, but is currently only leased by the state as a WMA. If Sansavilla 

were to be more permanently protected, then multi-use trail connection is possible from the 

popular Paradise Park area through Penholoway Swamp, then through Sansavilla to the very 

popular Altamaha Regional Park in Glynn County. Altamaha Regional Park connects to the 

planned Georgia Coast Rail Trail, and potentially, the East Coast Greenway. There may be 

additional trail connectivity possibilities within Bleckley and Pulaski counties (Ocmulgee WMA) 

and Telfair County (Horse Creek WMA). Even preserved natural areas have potential for low 

impact multi-use, nature, or mountain bike trails. 

 

 The principal rails to trail linkage possibility to the river corridors may be the old Georgia 

and Florida Railway from Hazlehurst in Jeff Davis County to the Towns Bluff Landing on the 

Altamaha, and from Uvalda in Montgomery County 

back to Towns Bluff Landing. Both of these parts of 

the abandoned rail corridor have had some local 

development interest and support expressed. The 

sections mentioned include a visually stunning 1908 

New York Bridge Company railroad bridge across the 

Altamaha River. Actually, a section of the old Georgia 

and Florida Railway from the Norfolk Southern line in 

Hazlehurst north to a forest products industry is in 

current use. It may be possible for a side trail to this 

portion of the rail bed to be developed from the Big 

House in Hazlehurst to a point just beyond the forest 

products industry. The Georgia and Florida Railway 

had once been championed in the late 1990s as a potential rails to trail from Madison, Florida to 

Augusta, Georgia, but there is much local opposition around Vidalia. 
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 Connection of Towns Bluff Landing to Uvalda by rails to trail would also accomplish 

connection to the 27-mile Yamassee Bike Trail in Montgomery County. This Yamassee Bike 

Trail is already formally advertised by Georgia tourism as a “billboard-free bike trail which is an 

opportunity to enjoy the countryside of Georgia where you will pedal by beautiful farms, historic 

churches, and huge forests filled with hardwood and pine.” 

 

 Although the Yamassee Bike Trail is the only advertised bike trail in the Heart of 

Georgia Altamaha Region, there are a number of organized bike ride events throughout the 

Region. One of these events is the Altamaha Ride for the River, which is an annual fall 

fundraiser for the Altamaha River Partnership. The event 

has four routes varying from 28 miles to 101 miles which 

all begin and end at Jaycee Landing on the Altamaha 

River in Wayne County. The rides criss-cross and run 

parallel to the Altamaha River through Glynn, Long, 

McIntosh and Wayne counties, and seek to promote the 

scenic Altamaha River as a great place to visit. 

 

 There are other possibilities for bike trail connection to the Altamaha River System’s 

river corridors. The Adventure Cycling Association’s Atlantic Coast Route passes through the 

Region and crosses the Altamaha River at Lanes Bridge/Georgia Highway 169. The 2005 Heart 

of Georgia Altamaha Regional Development Center (now Regional Commission)’s Regional 

Bicycle/Pedestrian Plan had as one of its goals improved bike connection to state parks/natural 

areas/attractions of the Region. Proposed regional bike routes in that plan crossed the Altamaha 

River at Georgia Highway 169, U.S. 1, and U.S. 221. Proposed Oconee River bike trail crossings 

included U.S. 280 and Georgia Highway 46. The only current Georgia State Bicycle Route in the 

Region, State Bicycle Route 40 (Trans-Georgia), crosses the Oconee River at U.S. 80. Proposed 

regional bike routes crossed the Ocmulgee River along U.S. 341 and U.S. 280. Both the Regional 

Bike/Pedestrian Plan and the recently completed Regional Resource Plan advocated additional 

local bike path and trail connection to the Region’s river corridors. Given the remoteness of 

Region river boat landings and parks location in the unincorporated portions of Region counties 

outside of its municipalities for the most part, bike path connection to WMAs, river landings, 
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natural areas, or multi-use trails in the river corridors offers the best possibilities for linkage of 

population centers and tourist infrastructure to the natural areas of the river corridors. They are 

needed to help make any nature-based tourism initiatives even more attractive, well-rounded, and 

successful. 

 

 The Heart of Georgia Altamaha’s only state designated scenic byway is the Enduring 

Farmlands Scenic Byway which connects Pulaski and Wilcox counties. It is advertised as routes 

which showcase historic towns, peaceful rural character, pastoral landscapes, and small town 

agricultural heritage. While the Enduring Farmlands Scenic Byway does not cross the Ocmulgee 

River, it provides access to it at Hawkinsville and Abbeville. There are other possible scenic 

highway routes close to the Region’s river corridors, such as GA Highway 19 in Wheeler 

County, which could showcase their wild landscapes and scenic beauty, and provide additional 

visitor access. This could be another appropriate avenue and component of Regional nature-

based tourism related to the river corridors. The Big Bend Scenic Byway in the North Florida 

Panhandle (www.floridabigbendscenicbyway.info) is a model example of such use. It is 

advertised as: “Explore Undiscovered North Florida. The Big Bend Scenic Byway will Transport 

You to a Different Time and Place through its Wildlife, Waterways, Woods and Way of Life.” 

 

 The rivers themselves offer natural water trail connection, and actually this is essentially 

the only true existing linkages and connections. The Altamaha River Partnership and the Georgia 

Department of Natural Resources have jointly identified, prepared, and promoted an “Altamaha 

River Canoe Trail Map and Adventure Guide.” The map guide encourages visitors to “Enjoy 

Georgia’s Scenic Altamaha River – Fun for all 

Ages” along a “137 Mile River Corridor.” It portrays 

natural resources, public recreation opportunities, 

and other attractions as well as facilities, camping, 

birding, and local festivals. It also describes a brief 

history and ecological summary of the Altamaha 

River. There is a current ongoing effort to establish a 

blueway on the Ocmulgee River from Macon to the confluence with the Altamaha River in Jeff 

Davis County. This effort is in its infancy, and grew out of a joint venture between Houston, 
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Pulaski, Twiggs, and Bleckley counties for river trail promotion. It is being modeled after the 

Altamaha River Partnership. Some interest has also been expressed in Heart of Georgia 

Altamaha Region counties for a similar organization along the Oconee River. The Oconee River 

Greenway Authority out of Milledgeville was created by the State of Georgia Legislature in 

2002, and truly has legal authority for the entire length of the Oconee River to its confluence 

with the Altamaha River. However thus far, because of funding and other reasons, this 

authority’s efforts have been limited to activities and plans in Baldwin and Wilkinson counties. 

 

Organizational Opportunities and Resources 
 
 There are tremendous opportunities for linkage and connectivity within the river 

corridors of the Altamaha River System, and likewise much opportunity and benefit for 

increased nature-based tourism. However, as the Georgia Tech study on the possibilities of such 

tourism noted back in 2000, “successfully developing a river-based tourism industry is too large 

a task for one or a few counties.” It is also too large a task for the public sector alone. The 

Altamaha River Partnership has been successful in no small part to its active coalition of local 

governments, chambers, tourism boards, 

private outfitters, state and federal agencies, 

environmentalists, and others. To be 

successful in such a broad-based effort of 

many parts, it requires teamwork and support 

from a variety of interests. Local governments 

are responsible for facilities, chambers and 

tourist boards for promotion and private sector 

support, environmentalists and agencies for 

planning and technical guidance in protecting 

the resource and organizing professional support, and outfitters and others for services and other 

efforts to enhance appeal and aid event successes. The Altamaha River Partnership has been 

successful in bringing multi-faceted focus on upgrading facilities at a central location in each 

county to more efficiently utilize limited resources, to facilitate coordination of similar efforts in 

each county, and to make it easier for multi-county events to be more successful. 
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 The Altamaha River Partnership model of a coalition of interests needs to be 

implemented along the Ocmulgee and Oconee rivers as well. The Ohoopee River can be simply 

an offshoot, almost subcommittee approach, and complementary marketing focus of the 

Altamaha River Partnership efforts. The gentler, slow-moving blackwaters of the Ohoopee offer 

potential for a more intimate experience amidst a breathtaking backdrop of bleach-white 

sandbars, and the unique xeric landscapes of the adjacent and naturally significant Ohoopee 

Dunes. It could be another avenue of unbelievable opportunity for unparalleled nature-based 

tourism in a tapestry of unique scenery and beauty. The Heart of Georgia Altamaha counties 

adjacent to the Ocmulgee River certainly need to be an active part of the currently organizing 

Ocmulgee Blueway Partnership. There also needs to be effort to either expand the focus of the 

Oconee River Greenway Authority, or create a more broad-based organization similar to the 

Altamaha River Partnership, or perhaps more likely, both. A broad-based partnership could 

develop the expanded coalition necessary to develop facilities, events, and nature-based tourism 

efforts beyond a limited physical greenway. A potential starting point could be a coalition of 

Oconee River Heart of Georgia Altamaha counties to promote regional fishing and other events 

on the Oconee, use of the Dublin Riverwalk, and similar activities. This could grow into a 

broader coalition, and could complement and support Oconee River Greenway Authority efforts. 

 

 The more organizational support and the broader the foundation of support behind 

enhanced river corridor protection and utilization, the more sound the effort’s foundation and 

likelihood of continuing, flourishing, and expanding. The broader the audience, the more outlets 

and people involved, the more 

volunteers and supporters attracted, 

the greater likelihood of success. 

Within the Heart of Georgia Altamaha 

Region, there needs to be at least a 

consortium of tourism/chambers, or 

other similar vehicle, to bring the 

various river-based tourism interests 

of the Region together for joint 

coordination, promotion, and 
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economies. A similar opportunity exists within the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region with 

nature-based tourism and multi-use trail development in the Altamaha River System’s river 

corridors. 

 

 South Carolina has another example of cooperation worthy of consideration. While it is 

statewide, the concept could be reproduced in Georgia, or within the Region. The South Carolina 

Nature-Based Tourism Association (scnatureadventures.com) is an organization primarily of 

nature-based tourism businesses which brings together local nature-based tourism business 

owners with resource managers and community leaders. It provides the industry a platform for 

exchange of information, professional education, and unified voice to express interests and 

explore common issues and needs. The organization endorses the conservation and promotion of 

natural and cultural resources that make the nature-based tourism experience possible. 

 

 Another means of organizational support and cooperation is 

affiliation and membership in national organizations. While there 

are many organizations, several which are good resources include 

the American Recreation Coalition and its affiliate, the Coalition for 

Recreational Trails (both found at www.funoutdoors.com). The 

American Recreation Coalition is a Washington-based non-profit 

organization which seeks to catalyze public/private partnerships to enhance and protect outdoor 

recreation opportunities and the natural resources on which such experiences are based. Its 

website hosts a number of links and resources. 

 

 Perhaps the best national support organization and website of resources is American 

Trails (www.AmericanTrails.org). American Trails is a national, nonprofit organization which 

prides itself in working on behalf of all trail interests, including hiking, bicycling, mountain 

biking, horseback riding, water trails, snowshoeing, cross-county skiing, trail motorcycling, 

ATVs, snowmobiling, and four-wheeling. It has many resources available, and notes its website 

is the world’s most comprehensive online go-to source for planning, building, designing, funding 

managing, enhancing, and supporting trails and greenways. American Trails is an official partner 

of the U.S. National Park Service and other federal agencies and the National Recreational Trails 
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program. The organization’s website maintains a searchable database and support of all 

designated National Recreation Trails. 

 

 Mention of the National Recreation Trails Program brings up the benefits of national 

recognition and internet promotion. While the benefits of websites and internet information and 

its relative low costs are obvious in an information age, national recognition and promotion 

through such well-respected websites as American Trails is even more beneficial. Such exposure 

appeals to a wider audience, lends professional credibility, and fosters more publicity, attention, 

and support. 

 

 The National Park Service provides several avenues for national recognition and 

technical assistance which would be applicable to Altamaha River System trail, greenway, and 

blueway development. The aforementioned National Recreation Trail (NRT) Program is a 

national recognition program with relatively minimal requirements and criteria. There are over 

1,200 designated NRTs currently in the U.S., including about 20 in Georgia. These include the  

nearby Okefenokee Wilderness Canoe Trails and the Georgia Coast Saltwater Paddle Trail 

(which connects to the Altamaha River). Such NRT designation brings 

both a special federal insignia NRT trail marker logo for use as well as 

cooperative technical assistance and promotion. Another NPS national 

trail program is the National Water Trails Program, a special class of 

National Recreation Trail whose mission is to connect Americans to the 

nation’s waterways and to strengthen the conservation and restoration 

of these waterways through mutual support of federal, state, local, and 

non-profit organizations. Technical assistance is available in the areas 

of overall project planning, design, and management; project outreach; public involvement; 

partnership development; organizational development; and best management practices. The NPS 

brochure describes the water trails as “recreation routes on waterways with a network of public 

access points supported by broad-based community partnerships. Water trails provide both 

conservation and recreational opportunities.” The National Water Trail System is a relatively 

new initiative launched in 2012, with less than 10 trails now designated. The Chattahoochee 

River National Water Trail in Georgia was the first water trail designated. The NPS Rivers, 
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Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program, with an office in Atlanta, is currently assisting the 

organizing Ocmulgee Blueway Partnership in seeking National Water Trail designation. The 

NPS National Water Trail brochure description of the National Water Trail System as “A 

distinctive national network of exemplary water trails that are cooperatively supported and 

sustained,” shows the potential recognition benefit of Altamaha River System designation. The 

existing Altamaha River Canoe Trail begs for such designation. 

 

 Another potential National Park Service recognition program which may be useful and 

applicable to the Altamaha River System is the National Heritage Areas Program. This program, 

however, does require individual designation by the U.S. Congress. The program’s mission 

description shows its applicability to the naturally and culturally significant Altamaha River 

System. The National Heritage Area Program “plays a vital role in maintaining the physical 

character and the cultural legacy of the United States by protecting and promoting the cultural, 

historical, and natural assets of a region.” Two designated National Heritage Areas with similar 

character to the Altamaha River System’s potential include the Atchafalaya (“Long River”) 

National Heritage Area in Louisiana, and the Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area in 

New York. There are currently only about 50 designated National Heritage Areas. National 

Heritage Areas in Georgia include the Augusta Canal, Arabia Mountain, and the Gullah/Geechee 

Cultural Heritage Corridor. The National 

Park Service provides promotion, 

training, technical, and planning 

assistance to designated National 

Heritage Areas. 

 

Funding Resources 
 
 The principal funding sources in Georgia for recreational facility improvements of local 

governments are the Land and Water Conservation Fund and Recreational Trails Program. Both 

are federal programs administered in Georgia by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 

State Parks and Historic Sites Division. Both funding sources have applicability for multi-use 

trail and greenway, and river recreational facility development. The Land and Water 

Conservation Fund is administered nationally by the National Park Service and is funded by 
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varying federal appropriations, primarily from off-share mineral leasing receipts. The program in 

Georgia generally requires a 50 percent cash match. While funding of the program has been 

rather limited in recent years, it is interesting to note President Obama has requested a significant 

increase in FY 2012 appropriations as part of his Great America Outdoors Initiative. With this 

requested appropriation, 60 percent would be used to fund a nationwide grant competition to 

target projects that would enhance urban parks and community green spaces, developing 

blueways and public access to water resources and conserving large landscapes. (Definite 

applicability to the Altamaha River System!) 

 

 The Recreational Trails Program is funded through the federal highway program 

transportation appropriations, but again is administered in Georgia by DNR’s State Parks and 

Historic Sites Division. It provides grant assistance on an 80/20 

percent matching basis for acquisition of real property and/or 

development of recreational trails for public trail usage. Projects 

have to show consistency with the Statewide Comprehensive 

Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) and relationship to a 

greenway corridor, greenspace, or active recreation park of a 

community. Linkage and connection to other greenways, trails, 

scenic corridors, natural or cultural resources, as well as multi-

use trails, earn more funding points in the program’s criteria. 

 

 The Altamaha River Partnership has also been successful in utilizing direct state 

legislative appropriations (not currently very viable given the state financial climate), direct 

Georgia Department of Natural Resources funding, and OneGeorgia Authority funding. The 

Georgia Department of Natural Resources (DNR) funding of projects has been mostly for boat 

ramp and associated improvements at landings. DNR funding primarily comes from federal 

Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act funds and other sportsmen’s fees, but also has come 

from state appropriations, such as the Go Fish Georgia Program. The OneGeorgia Authority 

provides grants and loans to encourage economic development and vitality in rural Georgia. 

Appling County was able to utilize the OneGeorgia program to develop a campground at the 

Altamaha River’s Falling Rocks Park. 
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an extensive compendium of funding and resources in its large “Resources and Library” Section. 

For example within the “funding and resources” subcategory, there are five major headings. 

These include: “Grant Programs,” “Grant Writing,” “Projects,” “Funding Ideas,” and 

“Volunteers & Youth.” There are many other resources available through the American Trails 

website, including newsletters, training opportunities, a bibliography, and other links. 

 
Multi-Region Connectivity Opportunities 
 
 This Multi-Region River Corridor Feasibility Study was a collaborative effort of four 

regional commissions (Heart of Georgia Altamaha, Middle Georgia, Northeast Georgia, and 

Three Rivers RCs) because the Ocmulgee, Oconee, and 

Altamaha rivers flow through many counties within 

Georgia. This provides the potential for much cooperation 

and coordination between multiple counties and regions. 

The Altamaha River Partnership, with the most history and 

current success in developing river corridor recreational 

facilities and nature-based tourism events, includes 

counties in two different regional commissions (Heart of 

Georgia Altamaha and Coastal). The nascent Ocmulgee 

Blueway Partnership has been a joint effort amongst 

counties in both the Middle Georgia and Heart of Georgia 

Altamaha Regional Commissions. Although the Oconee 

River Greenway Authority has thus far concentrated 

efforts in Baldwin and Wilkinson counties, the organization actually has state authorized legal 

authority across regional commission boundaries (Middle Georgia and Heart of Georgia 

Altamaha) to the confluence of the Oconee River with the Altamaha River. 

 

 Beyond these organizational multi-region opportunities, both existing and potential, 

many of the multi-use trail possibilities identified herein also cross county and region 

boundaries. These include the Oconee River Greenway, and Dublin Riverwalk; the Ocmulgee 

Blueway; Ocmulgee WMA trails; the Penholoway/Sansavilla trails; and other possibilities. As 
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the Georgia Tech Altamaha River Tourism Study noted in 2000, “successful river-based tourism 

will require more than the efforts of one or a few counties.” 

 

 There are obvious potential opportunities for a consortium or alliance of individual river-

based organizations, a multi-regional or state nature-based tourism organization, greenway 

alliances, or other multi-regional support organizations. The Georgia River Network, the Georgia 

Department of Economic Development itself, or some other umbrella organization could sponsor 

a river-based nature-based tourism statewide conference, series of workshops, or periodic 

planning summits. While paddle events, fishing tournaments, and festivals which have been held 

thus far mostly in one or several counties, there is no limitation to possibilities for large multi-

river or multi-region events. The 

entire Altamaha River System 

within the Heart of Georgia 

Altamaha Region, as well as in the 

Ocmulgee and Oconee rivers in 

other regions, are largely untapped 

resources of very significant 

import to natural and cultural 

resource preservation, and to 

economic development through 

relatively undeveloped and 

uncoordinated, at present, nature-based tourism efforts. The possibilities and potential are 

enormous, and truly only limited by imagination, foresight, and undaunting commitment. Truly a 

green “gold-mine” of opportunity awaits for sections of rural Georgia which definitely could use 

enhanced economic development and further natural and cultural resources conservation. Given 

the significance of the natural and cultural resources of the Altamaha River System, not only to 

the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region, but also to the other regions and to the state and nation, it 

would almost be an unforgivable disaster of great magnitude and damage to future legacy and 

natural and cultural history, if something is not pursued. The Altamaha River System and its 

green infrastructure network have been identified as regionally important resources for many 

reasons. The Nature Conservancy has identified the Altamaha River as one of the 75 last great 
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places on earth, and the entire river system as a priority conservation area in Georgia. Properly 

planned multi-use trail development within the river corridors and coordinated river-based 

nature-based tourism will only complement and enhance these important conservation needs, 

while providing significant and much needed economic benefit. The Altamaha River System as a 

whole truly does offer significant opportunity to help sustain the Region through sustaining 

conservation and compatible recreation and nature-based tourism development. To succeed, it 

will require action by many. 

 

 
Recommended Implementation Strategies 
 
 Local 
 

• Support and encourage The Nature Conservancy, the Georgia Land Conservation 

Program, the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, and others to 

permanently protect additional non-public lands in the Region’s river corridors 

and identified Regionally Important Resources (RIR) Green Infrastructure 

Network in conservation use 

 

• Encourage and support the designation of river corridor and RIR lands as 

conservation areas in local comprehensive plans, and otherwise incorporate the 

protection of these lands in local planning efforts 

 

• Encourage, assist in the organization and development, and utilize local advocacy 

and support groups in each county concerned with the protection, utilization and 

management of river corridors and river-based recreation and conservation 

 



Multi-Region River Corridor Feasibility Study Phase II – Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC 
 

124 
 

• Utilize support and civic groups and programs, such as Rivers Alive and Adopt-a-

Stream, to aid in litter and vandalism prevention, and otherwise support river-

based tourism along the river corridor(s) and at local landings 

 

• Identify and prioritize desired existing river recreation facility upgrades and 

needed new facility development, through development of a Master River 

Corridor Plan or otherwise, and rigorously pursue implementation of 

improvements which provide greater boating and tourism access and facilitate 

more outdoor recreation use of the river corridor(s) 

 

• Consider concentrating extensive facility improvement efforts at least at one 

landing location per county which would include camping facilities and other 

visitor attraction amenities 

 

• Seek development of multi-use trails, and other outdoor recreation facilities and 

usage, which promote linkage and connectivity along the river corridor(s), 

especially those which create multi-county linkages 

 

• Establish local festivals, sportsmen events, or other visitor attracting events which 

are designed to increase outreach, economic, and tourism utilization of the river 

corridor(s), and otherwise expand local river-based tourism efforts 

 

• Seek development of bike-pedestrian paths, greenways, rails to trails, and other 

linkages which connect to the river corridor(s), local river facilities, existing 

conserved lands, and multi-use trails from nearby local communities, and those 

which further connect other river corridor resources 

 

• Participate actively in regional/multi-regional river advocacy groups, and 

coordinate local river tourism efforts with other counties/regionally, as 

appropriate 
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• Support education and other efforts which generate additional political and 

community awareness and support of the importance and potential of resource 

protection and utilization 

 

• Support the development and establishment of additional local tourism 

infrastructure and businesses which support and allow increased river and nature-

based tourism efforts 

 

 Regional 
 

• Promulgate and seek support and implementation of both the Heart of Georgia 

Altamaha Regional Commission’s Regional Resource Plan and Multi-Region 

River Corridor Feasibility Study, which both advocate increased conservation 

protection of the Region’s river corridors and their increased economic utilization 

for nature-based tourism efforts 

 

• Support organization and active participation and implementation of 

regional/multi-regional partnerships and other support groups along all three 

principal rivers of the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Region (Altamaha, Ocmulgee, 

and Oconee) 

 

• Develop/support a regional consortium, partnership, or other alliance of all three 

Regional river organizations and other river-based interest groups 

 

• Develop a Regional nature-based tourism association of river organizations, 

chambers of commerce, tourist boards, local government, private sector interests, 

and others to support and advocate for increased Regional nature-based tourism 

 

• Develop or create any other needed regional entity or association necessary to 

integrate and coordinate local efforts into more effective regional initiatives to 
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support or advance Regional river corridor conservation and enhanced nature-

based tourism 

 

• Support and encourage multi-county and multi-regional connectivity and multi-

use trails along and between river corridor resources and facilities 

 

• Encourage The Nature Conservancy, State of Georgia, and other efforts to 

establish a connected corridor of protected lands along the Region’s river 

corridors 

 

• Promote the Region as a nature-based tourism designation, and establish and 

coordinate multi-county river-based visitor attraction events 

 

• Seek national recognition designations, as appropriate, (such as National 

Recreation Trail, National Water Trail, National Heritage Area, e.g.) for the 

Region’s river corridors and river-based recreation facilities 

 

• Develop, promote, and support a regional identity for nature-based tourism, and 

support and implement regional cooperation and marketing with state and other 

cooperative support 

 

• Utilize the support and technical assistance of federal and state agencies, (such as 

the Georgia Department of Economic Development, the Georgia Department of 

Natural Resources, the Natural Resources Conservation Service, and the National 

Park Service’s Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program), in planning 

and carrying out enhanced river corridor facility and connectivity improvements 

and a more developed Regional nature-based tourism initiative(s) 

 

• Advocate for increased archaeological and scientific study and definition of the 

natural and cultural history and importance of the Region’s river corridors to 

further aid in preservation advocacy, to better define protection priorities, and 
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otherwise to bring attention to the significance and import of the Region’s river 

corridors to many beyond the Region 

 

• Seek permanent national or state protection of the Sansavilla Wildlife 

Management Area in recognition of its natural and cultural importance, especially 

in the development of Georgia, the U.S., and the prevail of English settlement 

 

• Seek the conduct of a regionwide and up-to-date Economic Impact Study of the 

benefits and impacts of coordinated nature-based tourism along the Region’s river 

corridors 

 

• Utilize the resources of and otherwise participate in, national organizations, such 

as American Trails, for guidance, training, and other efforts which support the 

effectiveness and outreach of Regional efforts for multi-use trail development, 

river facility improvements, and enhanced nature-based tourism 

 

• Facilitate Regional collaboration between local river-based support organizations, 

groups, and efforts, such as Rivers Alive, Friends of the River, and others 

 

• Encourage and facilitate statewide groups like Paddle Georgia, the Georgia 

Conservancy, the Altamaha Riverkeeper, Bicycle Ride Across Georgia, and 

others to plan and carryout regular events within the Region along and in the 

Region’s river corridors 

 

• Promote and coordinate establishment of businesses and tourism infrastructure 

that support nature-based tourism/recreation, such as outfitters, tour guides, other 

similar ventures, and basic visitor support businesses 

 

• Seek to develop additional formal bike trails, scenic byways, greenways, and 

similar venues/facilities within the Region which take advantage of and further 
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promote, the rural scenery and natural landscapes of the Region and its river 

corridors 

 

 Multi-Regional 
 

• Seek collaboration and coordination, through alliances and otherwise, with river 

groups and events along the Ocmulgee, Oconee, and Altamaha rivers in adjacent 

regions 

 

• Pursue multi-regional connectivity of greenways and multi-use trails along and in 

the river corridors of the Altamaha, Ocmulgee, and Oconee rivers 

 

• Encourage and facilitate multi-regional river-corridor-based activities, such as 

paddles, fishing tournaments, birding events, wilderness challenges, and similar 

joint activities 

 

• Continue and expand efforts of the Altamaha River Partnership 

 

• Complete organization of the Ocmulgee Blueway Partnership and support its 

advocacy and implementation efforts 

 

• Pursue and support the expansion of the focus and efforts of the Oconee River 

Greenway Authority to a multi-regional outreach 

 

• Pursue greater state tourism attention and promotion of nature-based and river 

corridor-based tourism 

 

• Work with the Georgia River Network, or similar organizations, to promote 

planning summits and conferences on implementation and coordination of river-

based tourism and associated needs and issues 

 



Multi-Region River Corridor Feasibility Study Phase II – Heart of Georgia Altamaha RC 
 

129 
 

• Form formal multi-regional or state organizations and alliances necessary to 

advance, advocate, and promote nature-based and river-based tourism interests in 

Georgia 

 

• Work with DNR, other state/federal agencies, and other stakeholders to identify 

possible ways to maintain adequate water levels, mitigate impacts of water 

obstacles, and address other common river issues in an environmentally sound 

and sensitive manner 
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